[Wednesday, 11 August, 19761 1747

Zealand Animal Protection Act also makes
abandonment of any animal a serious
offence.

The RSPCA has provided me with a
copy of a communication forwarded to 1t
by the Acting Assistant Police Commis-
sioner (Mr H. L. Taylor) in May, 1875.
In it appears the following opinion from
Senlor Inspector W. Connolly of the police
law education office:

Mr Calvert’'s proposal for an addi-
tional subsection to section 4 (1),
covering abandonment of animals
would be a valuable addition to the
Western Australian Cruelty to Animals
Act. Provision is made in section 21B
of the Dog Act whereby it is an of-
fence for any person to abandon a
dog. However, no similar provision
exists where other animals are aban-
doned.

I am sure members will agree that the
proposed amendment is humane, logical,
and necessary to remove the present in-
adequacy in the Act. I commend the Bill
to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. N. E. Baxter (Minister for Health).

BILLS (2): RECEIPT AND
FIRST READING
1. Bullding Societies Bill.

Bill received from the Assembly; and,
on motion by the Hon. G. C.
MacKinnon (Minister for Educa-
tion), read a first time.

2. Road Traffic Act Amendment Bill
{No. 2).

Bill received from the Assembly; and,
on motion by the Hon. N. E. Baxter
(Minister for Health), read a first
time,

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [5.05 p.m.1: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 17th August.

Question put and passed,
House adjourned at 5.06 p.m.,

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, the 11th Augusi, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutichinson) took
the Chair at 430 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (39): ON NOTICE

RAILWAYS
Rockingham-Garden Island Line

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Is he aware that work has begun
on the proposed railway line
through Rockingham to Garden
Island?

(2) Will he please provide me with a
map detailing work to be carried
out?

(3) (a) What is the estimated date

of completion;

(b) what is the estimated cost of
construction;

(¢) what is the number of people
who will be employed on the
project;

(d) will construction workers
from Rockingham be em-
ployed on the project;

(e) is it expected that a passenger
service will operate on the
line to and from Fremantle;

{f) what gauge will the line he;

(g) how much revenue does the
department expect to derive
from the first two years of
operation?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) No. Work has not begun on this
railway.

(2) and (3) The construction of the
Mangles Bay Raillway line through
Rockingham and terminating in
the vicinity of the existing cause-
way to Garden Island is depend-
ent on plans for development of
new harbour facilities in the area.
The question of extension of this
railway over the causeway to
Garden Island is a matier for the
Commonwealth Government, The
State is not aware of any such
proposal.

The rajlway is a long term pro-

posal and no detailed planning

other than preliminary Ilocation
of the route—which has not yet
been finalised—has been carried
out. Therefore a map cannot be

provided and question 3(a) to (g

cannot be answered at this stage.

BALDIVIS SCHOOL
Upgrading

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:
Subsequent to the recent deputa-
tion from Baldivis Primary School
relative to the upgrading of the
school, will the Minister please
confirm the results of that depu-
tation and the department’s plans
for the school?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied;
A replacement school is sched-
uled for Baldivis Primary School
from a future fund allocation,

3. PRE-SCHOCL CENTRES AND CHILD

CARE CLINICS
Establishment Grant

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it a fact that the department
grant for the establishment of a
pre-school and a child care clinic
is $4 000?

(2) Is it a fact that this amount was
worked out when $4000 repre-
sented approximately half of the
amount needed to erect a pre-
school?

(3) If the answer is “Yes” would the
Minister please update the $4 000
grant to an amount more amen-
able to today's costs?

Mr GRAYDEN replied;

(1) The grant of $4 000 is for a pre-
school centre only. (The amount
of the grant is $6 000 for the
region north of the 26° parallel.)

(2) No.

(3) Not applicable,

ROCKINGHAM SCHOOL

Resource Centre and
Improvements

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:

(1) Further to the Minister’s reply to
my question 23 of Wednesday,
12th November, 1975, has the
special task force named com-
pleteq its inquiry?

(2) If *“Yes” will the Minister inform
me when the work on Rocking-

ham Primary &School will go
ahead?

(3) If the work is not to go ahead as
yet, will the Minister please advise
what has happened to the money
that was granted for this specific
purpose?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) The special task force is continu-
ing to review building costs.

(2) It is anticipated that the proposed
works will go out to tender shortly.
This news was conveyed to the
secretary of the parents and citi-
zens' association, Mrs R. Barritt,
by the Hon. Neil McNeill, M.L.C.,
(l:uln Friday, 23rd July, at Rocking-

am,

(3) Not applicable.

5.
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POST SECONDARY EDUCATION
COMMISSION

Personnel and Staff

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
:t'epresenting the Minister for Educa-
lon:

(1) Have the personnel and staff
required to form and operate the
Western Australian Post-Secon-
dary Education Commission been
appointed®

(2) If “No” when is it expected that
the Commission will be fully
operative?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) No. The position of chairman has
been advertised extensively in all
States, with a cleosing date of the
11th August, 1976. Consideration
is being given to the appointment
of members of the commission.

(2} The date when the commission
will be fully operative will depend
on the gvailability of the person
appointed as chairman.

EASTERN GOLDFIELDS HIGH
SCHOOL

Stage IV

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister

i'epresenting the Minister for Educa-

ion:
Further to the Minister’s answer
o question 46 on 7th April, 1976,
concerning the commencement of
stage IV at Eastern Goldfields
Senior High School, now that the
loan fund situation for 1976-77
is determined, will he please advise
when a commencement will be
?atgg and the likely completion
a

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The loan fund allocations for

1976-77 have not yet been finally
determined.

SOUTH KALGOORLIE SCHOOL
Repairs, and Resource Centre

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister

t;gpresenting the Minister for Educa-

ion:

(1) Further to question 5 of 11th May,
1976, is the Minister now able to
state the programme for repair
and rengvation at South Kalgoor-
lie Primary School?

(2) When is it expected that a new
resource centre will he constructed
at this school?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1> The Public Works Department
has advised that the proposed
repair and renovation works will
commence in the near future,



2}

Mr
1

2)

(3)

“4)

8ir
(1)

[Wednesday, 11 August, 19761

It is anticipated that the library/
resource centre will be completed
towards the end of the first term,
19717.

PUBLIC SERVICE
Geraldion: Officers

CARR, to the Premier:

How many State Public Service
officers are there in Geraldton with
a classification of A-1-5 or higher?
{a) Who are they;

(b) what positions do they hold;

and

(¢) what are their classifications?
How many State Public Service
officers are there in Geraldton who
receive a salary of $20157 per
annum or higher?

(a) Who are they;

(b} what positions do they hold;
and

(c) what are their salaries?

CHARLES COURT replied:

to (4) There is only one officer
employed at Geraldton under the
provisions of the Public Service
Act, who receives a salary in ex-
cess of $20 157 per annum, and
therefore higher than that apply-
ing to a classification of A-1-5,
This officer is the Harbour Master,
Geraldton, who is eclassified as
such under the "Marine Pilots
Ete, Award, 1975” at a salary of
$20 433 per annum.

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR

Geraldton. Responsibilities

Mr CARR, to the Minister Co-ordinat-
ing Economic and Regional Develop-
ment:

1)

2)

Will he detail what “clearly
defined delegated responsibilities
for on-the-spot decision making
concerning local matters” will be
available to the Geraldton regional
administrator, as promised in
item 13 of his Policy and Per-
formance document?

Will he please relate this promise
to the initial official list of duties
which he made available on 5th
August and which appears to show
only functions of Mlaison and
report?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

)

and (2) The member is apparently
placing too narrow an interpre-
tation on the wording in the ini-
tial list of duties promulgated as
a basis for calling applications for
the appointment of a regional
administrator.

0.

Mr
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Also—

{a) He needs to read and appre-
ciate the significance of the
whole of the section of the
“Policy and Performance”
document covered by items 9
to 16, and have regard for the
responsibitities of all depart-
mental representatives in the
region working in close co-
operation with the regional
administrator and the re-
gional centre.

He should re-examine the
answers given to earlier ques-
tions asked by him on this
subject and which refer to the
logical development of duties
and staff.

TRONADO MACHINE
Offers of Purchase
J. T. TONKIN, to the Minister

(b)

representing the Minister for Health:

o)

(2)

3

(4)

5

()

How many separate approaches
have been made to the Govern-
ment directed towards the pur-
chase of the Tronado cancer
machine?

Was a communication received
from Calgary, Alberta, Canada
from a person purporting to be
acting on behalf of a group of
doctors who were desirous of
abtaining the Tronado?

Was this communication of the
nature of an open-ended offer to
purchase the Tronado?

Was this communication recelved
before the report of the Tronado
Case Evaluation Committee was
published?

Subsequent to the publication of
the report of that commitiee did
Dr M. N. Levant of the Depart-
ment of Diagnostic Radlology,
Holy Cross Hospital, Calgary,
Alberta, Canada have an inter-
view with the Minister for Health
in connection with a desire of a
group of doctors in Calgary to
acquire the Tronado?

During the interview did Dr
Levant indicate his bellef in the
efficacy of ulira high frequency
radiowaves in the ftreatment of
cancer?

Mr RIDGE replied:

1)
(2)
3)

(4)
(3)
@

One.

Yes.

The communication was in the
nature of an inquiry whether the
machine was for sale.

No.

Yes.

Dr Levant indicated his belief that

there was laboratory support for
the efficiency of wultra thigh
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frquenc;; ;'a.dio-wave}sl mtl' t.hg Mr O'CONNOR replied:
treatment of cancer. e outline .
details of the research programme ;I;lhe contt:.ra{:bor 1§ fabgqt g" comf;
which his group pl’OpOSEd to .ence stee WOI'. abricaclon O
undertake to confirm, if possible site. Work on site should begin
this belief. ’ ' about the middle of October, 1976.
11. BUILDING BLOCKS 14.  PEDESTRIAN OVERWAY
Mr B RTRAII’:IM::nth Minister Wanneroo Road-Lawley Street
r BE s e Minister for
Lands: Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for

(1) How many blocks of land were Transport:

(2)
(3}

(4)

()

6)

1
2)
(&)
(4)
(5}
(6}

12,

sold at Lancelin township on 10th
June, 1967?

How many of those blocks then
sold have been forfeited?

How many of those blocks not
forfeited have complied rigidly
with the conditions as to improve-
ments thereon?

How many of the blocks sold have
structures thereon not in com-
pliance with the by-laws of the
Shire of Gingin?

How many of the blocks sold have
been forfeited at & time when sub-
stantial improvements had been
made thereon?

How many of the blocks sold are
now in the process of being for-
feited notwithstanding that sub-
stantial improvements have been
made thereon?

RIDGE replied:

18.

1,

16.

2,

None.

None.

WANDARRA SCHOOL
Replacement

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

What is the progress position as
to the replacement of the school
buildings at the Wandarra Pri-
mary School?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

13.

It is anticipated that the prepara-
tion of the tender documents will
be commenced in the near future.

PEDESTRIAN OVERWAY

Kalgoorlie Street-Scarborough Beach

Mr

Road
PERTRAM, to the Minister for

Transport:

When is the actual construction
work expected t¢ commence on
the pedestrian overpass at/or
about the junction of Kalgoorlie
Street and Secarborough Beach
Road, Mount Hawthorn?

15.

16,

When is the actual construction
work expected to commence on the
pedestrian overpass at or about
the intersection of Wanneroo Road
and Lawley Street, Tuart HIill?

Mr O’CONNOR replied:

The contractor is about to com-
mence steel work fabrication off
site. Work on site should begin
early in November, 1976.

GOODS

Cost of Packaging and
Advertising

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

What action has he taken so far
to contain inflation and give relief
to the people by reducing the
heavy costs of packaging and
advertising of goods which In
many cases can only be described
as being necessaries?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

If the member can provide me
with specific details of items
where he has evidence that “the
heavy costs of packaging and ad-
vertising of goods which in many
cases can only be described as
being necessaries” is inflating costs
unnecessarily, I shall be pleased
to arrange for an investigation,

LIQUOR ACT
Payments under Section 168

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice:

How much in each of the last
three years has been paid out
under each of

(a) section 168 (1) (a); and
(b) section 188 (1) (b),
of the Ligquor Act, 1970?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

No funds have heen provided
under these provisions in the last
three years.
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SELF-SERVICE PETROL
STATIONS

Number

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
How many self-service petrol
stations are now operating in
Western Australia, and where are
they?

Mr GRAYDEN replied;

There are two outlets providing
facilities for self-service petrol
sales to motorists—one on the
corner of Walter Road and Grand
Promenade, Morley, and the other
in Canning Highway, Canning
Bridge.

GOLDMINING
State Batteries: Restriction

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Mines:
(1) In view of the Federal Govern-
ment's decision to abolish tax
exemption for the goldmining
industry will he advise if the State
Government has any plans to
restrict the activities of BState
batteries throughout the State?

In the event of the State Govern-
ment giving consideration to this
possibility, would he give an assur-
ance that every endeavour will be
made to ensure there is no disrup-
tion to this facility which provides
such an excellent service to both
the small and large goldmining
participants?

With & view to assisting the small
prospector would the Government
give consideration to reducing the
current State battery charges?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) and (2} The State Government
has no such plans.

No; see my reply to part (4) of
question 4 on the 3rd August,
1976.

(2)

3

(3)

ALWEST ALUMINA PROJECT
Commencement

Mr MAY, to the Premier:
Referring to question 17 dated
Thursday, 5th August, 1976, will
he advise if an announcement
concerning the Alwest alumina
project can he expected within the
next two months?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
In replying to question 17 of the
5th August, 1976, I stated that,
in view of discussions which are
proceeding, it would be premature
to comment on the likely com-
mencement of the project.

This is still the position.

20.

21.

22.
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ELECTRICITY SUPFLIES
Increased Charges: Revenue

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(1) Resulting from the increases in
electricity charges in August, 1974,
and January, 1975, will he advise
if the additional increased
revenue obtained from these
increases as at January, 1976, was
approximately $29 million?

Using the same formula what was
the total amount of money paid
into consolidated revenue as a
result of the 3 per cent levy?

MENSARQOS replied:
Yes.
$870 000,

(2}

1)
2)

HEALTH
Family Planning Association

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:
What action will the Government
take to ensure that the Family
Planning Association does not
have to limit its activities to those
conducted at present?

Mr RIDGE replied:

The Family Planning Association
is funded mainly by a health pro-
gramme grant from the Common-
weaith and until the Common-
wealth makes clear its intention
under the health programme
grant scheme, no decision can bhe
made regarding future activities
of the Family Planning Associa-
tion.

MANUFACTURING MILK
Production Controls
Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1> Will production controls be placed
on manufacturing milk in Western

Australia?

() If “Yes'—
(a) what level of reduction on
present production levels

would be required;

will quotas for the production

of manufacturing mik be

allecated to dairymen in this

State; and

what bases and principles

would be used for the alloca-

tion of any such quotas?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) The question of production con-
trols for manufacturing milk will
be discussed in the general con-
text of the recommendations from

(b

{c}
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23.

24.

2)
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the Industries Assistance Com-
mission to the Commonwealth
Government on future marketing
of dairy products.

Not applicable.

RURAL HOUSING AUTHORITY

Finance

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Housing:

{1}

2)

163

How much finance has been made
avajlable to the Rural Housing
Authority for disbursement to
applicants?

How much will the Rural Housing
Authority receive in the 1976-77
financial year to make available
to applicants?

(a) How many applications for
rural housing have been
received by the Rural Housing
Authority;

of these, how many have been
successful;

what has been the average
level of loan granted by the
authority?

(b
)

Mr Old (for Mr P. V., JONES) replied:

(L

to (3) The Rural Housing (Assist-
ance) Act, 1976, has not vet been
proclaimed and financial arrange-
ments for the 1976-77 financial
year have not been finalised.

NEW LAND FARMERS

Industries Assistance Commission

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(L

2)

3)

Mr
Y

Has any action been taken to
implement the recommendations
of the Industries Assistance Com-
mission, contained in its report
on new land farmers?

If “Yes” will he detail what
actions have been taken by the
Government?

If “No” to (1), is it intended to
take any action in connection with
the recommendations referred to?

OLD replied:

to (3) The JAC new land refer-
ence argse from the termination
of the Phosphate Fertilizer
Bounty at the end of 1974 and
considered assistance to compen-
sate for the loss of the bounty.
To a degree the IAC recommenda-
tions have been superseded by
bounty reinstatement. However,
the report by the IAC demon-
strated that some new land farm-
ers needed financial assistance on
better than commercial terms for
success. The State Government
will assist in every possible way
and representations have been

25,

made to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to clarify new land
farmers’ eligibility for assistance.
The new Rurai Reconstruction
Authority agreement is to be fin-
allsed by 31st December, 1976.

NATIONAL PARKS BOARD

Expenditure

Mr H, D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

What was the total amount
expended by the National Parks
Board on—

(a) operating costs;
(h) capital and other expenditure,

in each of the years from 1972-73
to 1975-767

Mr Old (for Mr P. V. JONES) replied;

26.

(a) 1972-13, $364 219.
1973-74, $477 060.
1974-75, $602 214.
1975-76, $826 308.
1972-73, $141678.
1973-74, $113 571.
1974-75, $209 496,
1975-76, $193 100,

14.:))

UNEMPLOYMENT
Registrations

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Lahour and Industry:

What was the number of unem-
ploved persons registered in each
of the following districts in July of
each of the years 1972 to 1976
inclusive—

Albany;

Bunbury;

Esperance;

Kalgoorlie;

Kwinana,;

Manjimup;

Merredin,;

Northam;

Port Hedland;

Metropolitan?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

Albany ...
Bunbury

Esperance
Kalgoorlie

Kwinana
Manjimup
Merredin
Northam

Port Hedland ..
Metropolitan

“Commonwealth Monthly Review
of the Employment Situation”
shows the following:

UNEMPLOYED—ORIGINAL

DATA
End July

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976
427 385 331 513 659
629 630 655 906 1146
68 57 82 112 169
. 327 276 286 463 560

{Medina)
- 703 522 515 749 1057
87 67 97 276 251
57 87 65 87 149
297 337 303 n 427
268 197 575 1168 1553
. 9652 4893 6372 L1857 14510
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POLICE AND ROAD TRAFFIC
AUTHORITY

Recruits

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for

Police:
Further to my question 19 of
‘Wednesday, 4th August last, would
he please advise of the figureg for
the police force and Road Traffic
Authority separately?

Mr Q'CONNOR replied:
The Road Trafilc Authority came
into being on the 1lst June, 1975,
with an actual strength of 389
police. Since then the strepgth
has been increased by a further
128 men.
Replacements are supplied from
the ranks of the general force.

RATLWAYS
Collie Wagon Repair Depol

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:
Will he please advise when it Is
anticipated that the wagon repair
depot at Collie will be shifted to
the locomotive round house?

Q'CONNOR. replied:
Approximately mid-September,
1976.

HOUSING
Collie: Programme

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Housing:
Will he please advise of the State
Housing Commission building pro-
gramme for Collie?

Mr Old (for Mr P, V. JONES) replied:
1976-77 Building Programme:
State Housing, nil;
Aboriginal Houslng, 2 units pro-
posed.
As already advised, six units for
Ahoriginals are already under
construction and due for comple-
tion in November, 1976.
Also under construction are six
State Housing pensioner units,
which are currently 80 per cent
complete.

RAILWAYS
Collie Station and Goods Shed

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:
When is it anticipated that the
Collie railway station and the
Collie goods shed will be shifted to
the west Collie area?
(60)

31,

32.
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Mr O'CONNOR: replied:
Westrail is presently examining
rationalisation of the Collie rail-
way facilitles involving removal of
the station and goods shed to the
West Collie area, but the benefits
of the shift to Westrall have not
yet been established.
Subject to justification being
established, the priority of the
work will have to be considered in
comparison with other capital
works.
It appears doubtful at this stage
that the project will be com-
menced before the 1978-79 finan-
cial year at the earliest.

SHEEP AND LAMBS
Skins and Freezer Capacity

Mr CRANE, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:

(1) Is there sufficient skin drying
capacity to handle anticipated
sheep and lamb slaughterings dur-
ing this flush season?

Have any sheep and/or lamb skins
been dumped over the last month,
and if so, for what reasons?
What are the factors that have
contributed to the current prob-
lem regarding insufficient freezer
capacity for slaughtered livestock?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) The trade considers it will be able
to handle all skins offered during
the flush season,

The matter is however under con-
stant review by a committee which
Y recently established to monitor
skin drying capacity.

No.

Mainly shipping delays and a lack
of refrigerated shipping sbace—
aggravated by an abnormal supply
situation for this time of the year
as a consequence of drought con-
ditions,

There is also port congestion and
delays in unloading refrigerated
cargo, particularly in the Middle
East area.

2}

&)

2)
3

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Used Cars: Backyard Sales

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Con-

sumer Affairs:

(1) Has there been an increase in the
sales of used vehicles outside the
licensed used vehicle area or com-
monly called “back yard” sales?

(2) Has he made inquiries to establish
the incidence of such sales?

(3) If so, will he advise the result of
his inguirjes?
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33.

North of Bunbury
Bunbury, Busselion,
Marg: ret River . 12 11
Nannup, Bridgetown ...
Manjimwup, Mortheliffe ...
South Coast

Total

4)

(1)

2

(3}

(4)

Mr

[ASSEMBLY]

Does he propose any legislative
action?

GRAYDEN replied:

The Commissioner for Consumer
AfTairs is of the opinion that there
has been an increase in the inci-
dence of "backyard” sales since
the introduction of the Motor
Vehicle Dealers Act, 1973.

No inquiry has been held but
routine checks of newspaper ad-
vertisements are periodically car-
ried out by the Bureau of Con-
sumer Affairs.

A prosecution is currently pend-
ing as a result of Bureau investi-
gations, Investigations are cur-
rently being carried out in several
other cases of suspected “back-
yard” operators.

No. Section 30(1) of the Motor
Vehicle Dealers Act provides for
a penalty of up to $1 000 for oper-
ating as an unlicensed motor veh-
icle dealer.

MILK
Additional Quotas

BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1

(2)

3

Mr
1)

2)

Has the Dairy Industry Authority
advised dairy farmers who were
recommended for milk quota allo-
cation, but not granted, of their
priority for any future quota allo-
cation?

(1) Would he indicate the number
of applicants in each cate-
gory, and

(b) categorise number of appli-
cants concerned in production
area?

Since the allocation of 31 milk

quotas in 1975, would he detail

the number, if any, of persens
advising the Dairy Industry

Authority that they would not

accept a milk quota entitlement,

and if so, from which allocation
of quota?

OLD replied:

Yes. Recommended but unsuccess-
ful applicants were placed in
three priority groupings.

(a) Group (1), 16;
Group (2), 14;
Group (3), 2L

(b)y—

Cate- Cale-
gory 2 gory 3 Total
Nil 1

Cate-
gory 1
Nil

PR
w
w

2
1
il

14

=] ..
| 2] srowm
M2) wao
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(3) No one has declined a market milk

Mr

quota,

SEMEN
Licences and Imports

BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

&:9)]

3

4

(5}

n

(2}

3

(4}

?Iave any licences been granted
or—

(a) collection of semen;:

(b) sale of semen,

to other than the Artificial Breed-
ing Board?

If “Yes" would he give details to
whom licences approved or pend-
ing each category?

Does the Artificial Breeding Board
operate a semen collection service,
and if so, to what extent?

Would he indicate the value and
number of ampoules of all semen
imported into Western Australia
from—

(a) other Australian States;

(b) other countries,

for use by the Artificial Breeding
Board and private operators?
What is the board policy regard-
ing collection and sale of semen
when requested to apply in West-
ern Australia?

OLD replied:

(a) Two are pending;

(b) Yes.

For collection of semen for sale
or use—

Westralian Farmers Co-opera-
tive Ltd; and

Westralian A.B. Services,

For storage and sale of semen—

Artificial Breeding Board of
W.A., Harvey,

Western Breeders, Byford,;

Busselton Breeders, Busselton;

W. Dunlop, Green Range;

L. Giglia, North Dandalup—
special licence for one bull
only;

An application from Elder
Smith Goldsbrough  Mort
Limited is currently being
considered.

Yes. This is a custom collection
service only, provided on the basis
of specific demand for this service.

For the 1975-76 year—

{a) 35291 doses;

(b) 78386 doses. (60821 doses
came dgirectly from the UK.;
and the remainder of the
UK. or New Zealand origin
via the other States.)
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Approximate values are: $2.50
per dose from other Austra-
llan States, and $5.00 per dose
from overseas.

(5) Board policy is to provide semen
from bulls which are considered
to be of superior genetic merit
based on production records.
Semen from other bulls is sup-
plied if specifically requested.
The Board is prepared to provide
a custom collection service oh de-
mand.

FARMERS

Water Supplies: Cost of
Upgrading

Mr McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Is it a fact that, when replace-
ment water lines are being laid to
upgrade the service, users are
being charged $150 to connect
their properties across a roadway?
As these farmers have previously
paid for connections, how is this
charge justified?
Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) No charge is made for a connec-
tion which is a replacement for
the only service to a property or
is a replacement of the original
departmental service.
Any connections paid for by
farmers are provided in accord-
ance with the country areas
water supply by-laws and are
subject to a condition that the
necessary maintenance cost be
met by the consumer,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Fuel Tax Eremption

Mr McPHARLIN, to the Minister for

Transport:
As many country shire councils
are finding it difficult to meet
their financial commitments, will
consideration be given to recom-
mending to the Federal Minister
that diesel trucks used by shire
councils be exempt from fuel tax?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

At the present time the only
exemption provided for under the
Commonwealth Government’s
Fuel Administration Tax Act re-
lates to the use of diesel fuel
otherwise than in propelling road
vehicles on public roads.

As all State Government depart-
ments and agencies are liable to
pay this tax and the attitude of
the Commonwealth Government
has in the past not been favour-
able to amending the Act to pro-
vide for further exemptions, it is
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not considered that any good pur-
pose would he achieved hy writing
to the Federal Minister con-
cerned at this time.

ROSS MEMORIAL HQOSPITAL
Staff and Opening

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Are the staff members engaged
for Ross Memorial Hospital (ques-
tion 16, 10th August, 1976 cur-
rently undergoing any specialised
training?

If so, can the Minister give details
of the programme?

When is it expected patients will
be admitted to the hospital?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.

Staff are attending a week’s in-
tensive course of lectures and
demonstrations given by senior
officers of the mental deficiency
division, Mental Health Services.
This will be followed by practice
in other existing departmental
hostels accommodating pro-
foundly handicapped.

It is expected to admit the first
patients during the week com-
mencing 13th September, 1976.

2)

3)

(&3

STATE FORESTS, NATIONAL
PARKS AND RESERVES

Dedicatlion

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment:

(1> Does the Government intend to
set aside further areas of State
forest or national parks or similar
class of reserve?

(2) If “Yes” when is it proposed to
dedicate such areas, and what is
the location of each area?

Mr Old (for Mr P. V. JONES) replied:

(1} and (2) The further recommenda-
tions from the Environmental
Protection Authority relating to
national parks and reserves have
yet to be considered.

TRANSPORT
Pensioners: Medical Treatment

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

(1) What firm arrangements have
been made to enable pensioners
using travel concessions and
attending for medical treatment
to have the two hour return con-
cession extended?

(2) For what period will the con-
cession be extended?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Passengers who are required to
attend a frequent hospital ap-
pointment may apply to the De-
partment of Community Welfare
for a pensioners’ destination pass.
On presentation of this pass, to-
gether with a hospital appoint-
ment card, and the 10 or 15 cent
bus, rail or ferry ticket purchased
while travelling to keep a hospi-
tal appointment, the pensioner
may travel on the homeward
journey on the same day without
additiona)l charge, even though
the two-hour time limit on the
ticket has expired.

This does not apply in the case of
5 cent single trip tickets.

(2) For the remainder of the day of
the hospital visit,

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

NORTH-WEST SHELF GAS
Exploration Permits

Mr MENSAROS (Minister for Mines):
I wish to add something by way
of correction to the reply I gave
to a question asked without
notice by the member for Clen-
tarf yesterday. His question was—

In connection with the recent
announcement inviting applica-
tions for exploration permits
off the north-west shelf, will he
advise whether the provisions
of the Act requiring the desig-
nated authority to obtain the
approval of the Federal Gov-
ernment in relation to its areas
of responsibllity were adhered
to in this and previous in-
stances?

My reply to the question was
“Yes”. I was answering it in what
I believed to be the spirit of the
question.

However, when I read the ques-
tion I discovered there was no
provision in the Petroleum (Sub-
merged Lands) Act for the desig-
nated authority to ask for the ap-
proval of the Commonwealth; but
it has been the custom to inform
the Commonwealth, and that has
been done.

Usually the Commonwealth in-
dicates its agreement, except
during the term of office of the
Whitlam Government when no in-
dication of agreement was forth-
coming; therefore during that
time and during the administra-
tion of the member for Clontart
the saction to advertise permit
areas lapsed. There were two oc-
casions relating to the last three
words in the question when
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during my administration of the
Mines portfolioc but still during
the time of the Whitlam Govern-
ment the Commonwealth was in-
formed, and despite the fact that
its agreement was not indicated
the permits were advertised.

BILLS (Z): THIRD READING

1, Building Societies Rill,

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Sir Charles Court (Premier), and
transmitted to the Council.

2. Road Trafic Act Amendment Bill
(Na. 2).
Bill read a third time, on motion hy
Mr O’Connor (Minister for Traffic),
and transmitted to the Counecil,

TRONADO MACHINE
Return to Use; Motion

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melviile)
pm.3: I move—

Because there appears to be substan-
tial evidence that Tronado treatment
has been of anti-cancer benefit as well
as of symptomatic benefit to a number
of patients, as claimed by Dr John
Holt, and because the Tronado Case
Evaluation Committee reported that
“conclusive assessment is impossible
within the context of a retrospective
study such as that which has been
undertaken" and has said, “It con-
siders that there is a strong need for
an experimental study on the effects
of very high frequency radiation using
the Tronado machine in sclid mallg-
nant tumours.”

In the opinion of this House, imme-
diate action should be taken to have
the Tronado machine, which was pur-
chased by the Tonkin Government and
which has remained unused for a very
considerable time, brought back into
use.

Before I proceed to develop my argument
in connection with this matter I want to
refer to some answers which were given
hy the Minister representing the Minister
for Health, They were given this after-
noon: in reply to question 10 on notice. The
third part of my question was—
Was this communication of the nature
of an open-ended offer to purchase
the Tronado?
The reply of the Minister was—
The communication was in the nature
of an inquiry whether the machine was
for sale,
In connection with that I want to say that
I had in my office for 1% hours last week
Dr Levant, one of the group of doctors who
are desirous of obtaining the Tronado
machine. He told me most definitely that
an open-ended offer had been made to
t13ahu1:chase the machine. I leave the matter
ere.

[4.54
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The fourth part of my question was—
Was this communication recelved
before the report of the Tronado Case
Evaluation Committee was published?

Dr Levant told me most definitely that the
offer was transmitted by a solicitor, a
namesake of mine from Calgary, before the
report was published. I have information
indicating that actually this communica-
tion from Calgary was received in the
Minister’'s office on Monday of the same
week, before the report was published. The
reply of the Minister to the fourth part
of my question was ‘“No”. I leave the
questions and answers for the time being.

I regret that I may have taken a fair
amount of time in developing this argu-
ment, but as Disraell once said, and he
was born in 1804, “Time is precious but
truth is more precious than time.” It will
take me considerable time this afternoon
to tell the truth about this matter. What
I propose to do is to recite the facts con-
cerning the reports and the use of the
Tronado.

A lot has been said that history repeats
itself, and of course it does. Most members
will be familiar with what happened to
Louis Pasteur when he came forward with
his theory about immunisaticn. The doc-
tors wanted to put him in gaol for suggest-
ing such a thing. It is recorded in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica in an article on
Louis Pasteur that Pasteur’s devotion to
scientific research was complete. Desplte
& stroke which partly paralysed him at the
age of 46, he worked with considerable
intensity up till his health failed com-
pletely.

A masterful debater, Pasteur overceme
his opponents by dramatic and convincing
demonstrations, While believing strongly
in experimental science he also maintained
that there existed spiritual values that
transcend the sclentific approach. It took
Louis Pasteur several years to have his
ideas on iImmunisation accepted, as finally
they were. Now, of course, it is a matter
of general adoption,

Joseph Lister had a simllar experience.
Again I quote from the Encyclopaedia
Britannica—

He was suecessful. In 1867 he pub-
lished ""On the Antiseptic Principle in
the Practice of Surgery”. His method
was not rapidly adopted, mainly due to
opposition to the germ theory. How-
ever, despite the controversy, his suc-
cesses and his perseverence could not
be ignored.

Within a few years, antiseptic sur-
gery put an end to “surgical diseases’.

It is well we should keep that in mind be-
cause we are going through a similar pro-
cess with regard to microwave ultra high
frequency therapy. As I proceed I pro-
pose to supply very definite proof of some
statements I will make which contradict
very strongly some reports Issued, and
upon which great reliance has been placed.
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With regard to the Tronado machine
itself, members will know there have been
two medical reports; one put out by the
National Health and Medical Research
Council, and the other by a committee set
up by the present Government, known as
the Tronado Case Evaluation Committee.

In its report the Tronado Case Evalua-
tion Committee said it was impossible to
come to a definite conclusion because of
certain limitations. However, the commmit-
tee Imposed the limiftations upon itself.
The members of the committee determined
what they would look at and what they
would not: look at. So, it is somewhat idle
talk to state in the report that the com-
mittee could not come up with any definite
conclusions hecause of the limitations
under which it was operating.

The members of the committee did come
t0 one important coneclusion, and that was
there was no evidence of any harm which
could come from the use of microwave
therapy from the Tronado machine, I as-
sume, without knowing whether or not this
was a factor in the decision of the board
of the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital to
discontinue the use of the Tronado mach-
ine, that this did have a bearing and the
board took notice of the possibility that
some harm could be done. The special
evaluation committee stated there was no
evidence of any harm from the use of the
machine,

It is as well that we showd be familiar
with what the producer of the machine,
Guettner, claimed for it. I will make the
very definite statement here and now that
his claimns were not exaggerated, and they
have been substantiated in every way. I
have with me the papers which were issued
in connectlion with the application for a
patent, and I will quote from page 1. The
following are Guettner’s comments in
connection with the machine—

The invention {5 concerned with a
procedure and the medical-technical
instruments for a new cancer therapy
which does not require any surgical
operation and which, in contrast to
other methods of treatment customary
until now, is not based on the familiar
biclogical effects of ionizing rays nor
on the application of chemical thera-
peutic mitoticists, but sclely on the fact
that malign tumors as well as meta-
stases and stray single cancer cells are
subjected to special temporary blophy-
sica] or, if necessary, biochemical local
changes which cause a complete
extinction, or at least a lasting stag-
nation, of the disintegration of cells,
by being as sparing as possible of the
surrounding normal tissue.

I say most definitely that has been the
experience as can be shown, There is no
exaggeration in that statement and no
extravagant claims at all. As I proceed 1
will show that the cltalms have been sub-
stantiated.
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Let us look at the salient points. The
machine certalnly is concerned with a
new cancer therapy. A surgical operation
is not required, and it relies solely on the
fact that malign tumours, as well as met-
astases and stray single cancer cells are
subjected to temporary biophysical or, if
necessaty, biochemical local changes which
cause a complete extinction or at least a
lasting stagnation of the disintegration
of cells by being as sparing as possible
of the surrounding normal tissue. It has
heen shown in a number of cases—and
I will quote authorities—that the sur-
rounding normal tissue is not adversely
affected by microwave therapy.

In his paper Guettner further states his

PUrpose was—
. .. to introduce with all the neces-
sary cautlon an apparently promising
new cancer therapy to the scientific
experts, which seems suitable to pro-
vide with conerete propositions strong
impulses stimulating the efforts of the
world wide cancer campaign., The in-
tention is to provide the practising
physician with newly developed
medical technical instruments which
are based on familiar, but in their
practical sighificance underestimated,
biophysical and biochemical effects.

He said further—

The ray therapy uses the phenom-
enon that healthy tissue has a dis-
tinctly lower sensitivity to ray damage
than diseased tissue with a malign
cell growth. This difference in the
sensitivity to rays is of utmost sig-
nificance in the treatment of eancer
and is an indispensible presupposi-
tion for the therapeutic application
of rays rich in energy.

Dealing with certaln chemical changes,
he says—

But quite apart from that, one has
to register serious doubts as to the pos-
sibility of universal application of the
cancer-multistep-therapy, independ-
ent of the location of the tumor in
the organism. For Instance, it would
be difficult to treat brain tumors in
this way, The same would probably
apply fo many other carcinomas and
sarcomas, which defy such methods
of treatment often by their mere lo-
cation. The most Important basic
scientific significance of the cancer-
multistep-therapy is the discovery
that under certain given presupposi-
tions a spontaneous tumor emission
can be achieved merely through
hyperthermy.

The task at the origin of this in-
vention is to develop a new cancer
therapy which would not be charged
with the disadvantages of the various
previous methods of treatment; which
would be universally applicable; which
would extinguish, or at least stagnate
reliably, the growth of malign tumors
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as well as metastases and stray single
cancer cells; which would be promis-
ing even a{ a progressed stage of the
disease without unduly endangering
healthy tissue and without causing too
much stress on the heart and the cir-
culation or any other organs. This
new cancer therapy is to offer definite
prospects of recovery even in those
cases where the malign tumor to be
treated is situated in barely accessible
vital organs, so that any surgery would
leave only a slight chance of survival.

This task Is met in this invention
through the fact that an intensive ray
treatment with short waves, ulira
short waves, and micro waves is ap-
plied on exactly locatable, pathologi-
cally changed tissue areas, or on ex-
tensive parts of the diseased human
body, and in this way such a high
diathermic absorption of ray energy
is achieved at every individual seat of
disease that the increase in tempera-
ture caused In tissue already of a higher
temperature than the surrounding
healthy cells, leads to irreparable
damage of the cancer cells, but not of
normal cells . . . malign tumors show
a distinct increase in temperature in
comparison to the surrounding healthy
tissue. . . In any case, it is established
without doubt that cancer cells, in
carcinomas as well as sarcomas has a
higher innate temperature than
healthy cells of the same kind of tis-
sue. . . Cancer cells are, however, al-
waﬁiss much more affected than normal
cells,

As I proceed I think I will be able to
establish that what is claimed has been
achieved by those using the microwave
therapy.

Following the purchase of the Tronado
machine and before it had been in opera-
tion for very long, as was to be expected
and as occurred in other parts of the
world, opposition started to grow up, par-
ticularly among university professors and
a lot of people who had never treated can-
cer in their lives but who got busy to work
up considerable opposition to the machine.

The first criticism of which one had to
take very much notice appeared in a letter
to The West Australian on the 19th June,
1974. The machine was brought here and
started operating in April, 1974, The
gentleman who wrote this letier was the
Professor of Pathology at the Perth Medi-
cal Centre at the University of Western
Australla, Thijs is what he sald in part—

As a medical selentist with almost
20 years’ experience in the investiga-
tion, dlagnosis and teaching of many
fields related to cancer, I belleve it
necessary to point out a few facts
regarding the new form of cancer
therapy now belng widely canvassed in
the media.
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The remarkable thing is that this gentle-
man did not know any facts about the
Tronado machine. One statement of his
which I think might be taken as a fact
appears at the end of his letter, where he
says—

Furthermore, the anecdotal report-
ing of single cases of supposed cure is
fallacious and misleading . . .

He finishes up by saying—

I for one will continue to regard any
claims for its success as speclous.

So before there was any opportunity for
him to talk to any of the patients and have
a look at thelr case histories he had made
up his mind that if anybody claimed to
have received benefit the claim would be
specicus.

That was the start of this business and
it worked up to such a stage that it was
decided by the Cancer Council here that it
should get & report from the National
Health and Medical Research Councl] in
the east.

At this stage I want to recount an
experience I had with a certain professor
who is on the Cancer Council. I rang him
up and said, “Professor, you do not hesi-
tate to use me to get on the radio to induce
people to subscribe money to cancer re-
search but you will not provide a dollar for
research into the Tronado machine.” His
immediate reply was, “It is no good.” 1
asked, “How do you know it is no good?
Why don't you send somebody down to the
Sir Charles Galrdner Hospital to see what
1s going on and talk to the patients and
examine their case histories?” He said,
“That is not our business." I asked, “Whose
business is it?"" He then said to me, “Why
don't you come and talk to the council?”
I said, “I am prepared to do just that.”

The following week I addressed a letter
to him, in which I referred to his invitation
to me to address the Cancer Council and
asked him what was the date of its next
meeting and whether I would be welcome,
It took him 13 days to answer my letter,
which delay he explained subsequently by
saying he had conftracted influenza. His
letter, when I received it, stated he had not
invited me to address the Cancer Council
and that no good purpose would be served
if I did; but he said he was prepared to
have a talk with me himself, which in due
course he did.

During the discussion I brought up the
case of Mrs Lynetfe Abbott. This woman
is known to the Leader of the Couniry
Party, who is the member for Katanning,
She is the wife of the postmaster in Katan-
ning. She had a lump in her breast and
went to the local doctor who toeld her it
was nof anything to worry about, so she
did nothing about it. A few months later
she developed a nasty skin rash on her
face, neck, and chest, and she went to a
skin specigalist. During the course of his
examination he said to her, “You ought to
have that lump seen to.” She said, “I have
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bheen to the doctor and he told me it was
nothing to worry about.” The specialist
said, '"That is too deep-seated to be
ordinary lymph gland trouble. Let me
make an appointment for you with a
doctor.”

By a strange coincidence the doctor with
whom he had made the appointment was
the doctor who told me my first wife had
cancer. When Mrs Abbott went to him he
had a look at the lump and said, "I don't
think it is anything to worry about but
for vour peace of mind I will take the
lump out.” He performed a biopsy and the
lump was found to contain one cancer cell.
So Mrs Lynette Abbott had flve weeks of
radium treatment.

A few months later she developed a
lump in the gland under her lef{ armpit.
When she visited her local doctor he did
not mess about this time; he sent her
straight back to the doctor who had per-
formed the fArst biopsy. Another biopsy
was carried out and through some unex-
plained circumstance the report came
back that the lump was henign. Mrs
Abbott said, “Thank God for that.” How-
ever, within a fortnight she was informed
by the local doctor that she should visit
him and when she did this he told her
that a mistake had been made and the
lump was malignant.

She went back to the doctor in Perth
and he told her that there was only one
thing to do; that was, to have a radical
mastectomy. For your information, Mr
Speaker, in Western Australia every year
more than 1000 women have a radical
mastectomy for cancer of the breast. She
said she was not prepared to have her
breast remaoved and that she would rather
die. She wanted to know why she could
not have more radium treatment but she
was told by the doctor that it would not
be any good. She said, "Well, I am not
going to have my breast off”, so he made
arrangements for her to see a radiologist.
The radiologist told her the same thing:
she should have a radical mastectomy.
When I asked him, this radiologist con-
firmed the advice he gave Mrs Abbott. I
then inquired the reason that he gave her
that advice and he said, “It is standard
practice and the safest course to follow.”

Mrs Abbott told the radiologist that she
was not going to have her breast removed,
and fortunately this was at the time the
Tronado machine arrived here. When
asked whether she would like to go on
the machine, she replied that she would
and she was treated with it. The machine
got rid of the lump under her armpit and
she still has her breast.

Because I had heen away for a few
months, I rang her up last week to see
how she was. She was as joyful as it is
possible to be and she told me that at
each successive checkup she has been told
she is free of cancer, Her name had been
taken off the list of applicants for adopted
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children but it was restored to the list
after the ftreatment on the Tronado
machine and she now has an adopted
child.

I told the story to a professor from the
Cancer Council and in addition I told him
something that I have not already told
the House and that is, when she had treat-
ment on the machine it also destroyed a
cancerous growth in her right thigh. She
told mc that she had had pain in the
thigh for three weeks or so and the
machine had go$ rid of that. When I
finished telling the professor her story he
said to me, “She is doomed”; so I said,
“Is she? Why then was she allowed to
adopt the child?" He then said, “Well,
she could not have had cancer in the first
place.” I said to him, “Why did the
doctor want to remove her breast?” I also
said to him that I would get in touch with
the doctor who had wanted to remove her
breast and I would ask him to send the
professor a slide taken from the biopsy so
that he could judge for himself whether
or not she had cancer. I did not know
then that the professor had already made
up his mind and that as soon a&s he left
my office he contacted the doctor con-
cerned and told him not to send the slide.
I found this out afterwards.

I telephoned the doctor who had wanted
to remove Mrs Abbott's breast and asked
him whether he would send the slide to
the professor. The doctor agreed to this
readily, but a few days later I received a
letter from him saying that he had over-
looked the fact that he would need to have
the patient’s permission to do this. I
wrote immediately to Mrs Abbott enclosing
a copy of the letter from the doctor and
T asked for her permission for the slide to
be forwarded to the professor. Mrs Abbott
replied to me enclosing & copy of the
letter she forwarded to the doctor granting
her permission,

I nllowed a few days to pass and then
I telephoned the professor to ask whether
he had received the slide of the biopsy. He
said, “I am sorry, Mr Tonkin, she is not
my patient and I cannot discuss the case
with you.” T said to him, “All right, if that
is the way you want to go about it, I
may as well stop wasting my time.”

A few days after this Incident a young
lady journalist came to see me. She wanted
to write an article about the Tronado
machine and I told her the story of Mrs
Abbott and the professor. and his remarks.
The journalist published the story in full.
In duee course this article was read by the
professor and he was very upset. He
stormed up to Parliament House and
marched up and down the corridor outside
my office with a copy of the article in his
hand. I invited him in to my office and
he sald, “This newspaper is full of Les.”
I said to him, “Sit down there and we will
go through the article paragraph by para-
Eraph."
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I read the first paragraph and I said to
him, “What is the e in that?” He could
not find one, so I read the second para-
graph. I said, “What is the lie in that?”
He could not find one. Then we came to
the paragraph where it was reported that
he had sald the lady was doomed. He sald,
“I never sald that.” I said to him, “Pro-
fessor, if ¥ou never made that remark, why
did I say to you, ‘Why did they allow her
to adopt the child?’ following which you
sald to me, ‘She could not have had cancer
in the first place’, and this caused me to
say that I would arrange with the doctor
to send the slide over to you.”

Suddenly the professor said, “Oh I told
the doctor not to send it.” I said, “Is that
the reason he changed hils mind and
decided he had to have permission?"” I then
said to the professor, “That sure enough
shows that you had made up your mind
and you just do not want to know.” Un-
fortunately, Mr Speaker, that seems to be
the attitude of those who are opposed to
this machine. If we can show them some-
one who has had the treatment and who is
now quite well, they say that person could
not have had cancer in the first place. Of
course, one is then at some difficulty in
endeavourlng to establish the facts when
these people are not Interested In seeing
the slides relating to the cases.

The report of the National Health and
Medical Research Counecill concluded with
the statement that there was absolutely no
benefit to be derived at all from treatment
by the Tronado machine. Two specific
clalms were made in the report, and I
propose shortly to quote the expert opinion
of three doctors of physics who say in
effect that the National Health and Medi-
cal Research Council did not know what it
was talking about, In order to link up my
comments, first of all I must quote from
the report.

At page 21 of the report the first claims
are made concerning the absorption of
ultra high frequency energy in human
tissue. The report states—

The following statements are made
by Herr Guettner concerning absorp-
tion of UHPF. energy by human
tissue:

From Reference (1)—

“The irradiation of partially can-
cerous tissue with microwaves
results in the absorption of dia-
thermic irradiation energy with a
highly selective effect whereby
the energy absorption in healthy
normal cells and in cancer cells
is clearly differentiated in the
sense that cancer cells reach an
above average temperature. Can-
cer cells in diseased organs reach
a maximum temperature of
58.53° C while the surrounding
intact normal cells undergo a
much lesser and still totally harm-
less rise in temperature . . . the
selective effect derives from the
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fact that tumours and secondaries
on account of their much higher
lactic acid concentration possess
considerably more ion-conduct-
ivity than normal tissues. Accord-
ingly the transmission loss of
microwave energy is much higher
in cancer cells than in normal
cells, Wave transmission losses,
however, are physically identical
with the conversion of irradiated
electro-magnetic oscillation energy
into heat which manifests itself
in an exactly definable localised
rise in temperature.”

The report contains a good deal more on
that aspect, but it is not necessary for
me to repeat it.

I have a report from Dr L. O. Bowen,
who fortunately happened to be in Western
Australia on lean for 12 months. Dr
Bowen is a senior lecturer in physics at
the Institute of Technology of New South
Wales, He took it upon himself, without
any prompting from anyhody, to make a
study of the physics in the report. I gquote
from his letter of the 22nd May, 1975, as
follows—

Re: Micro-wave field characteristics
of the Tronado 8101 apparatus

A study of the radiation physics of
certain main aspects of the ahove
apparatus, has allowed me to make an
evaluation of the assoclated measure-
ments and some of the comments
embodied in the report of the National
Health and Medical Research Council.
It should be noted that my position
in the University of Western Australia
is that of a visiting academic stafi-
member of the N.SW. Institute of
Technology, where I am employed as
a Senior Lecturer in Physics.

The statements made herein, repre-
sent my petrsonal and professional
opinions, and no responsibility can be
assumed in this respect either by the
University of Western Australia or the
New South Wales Institute of Tech-
nology.

The page references quoted herein
refer to the above mentioned report
unless otherwise stated.

On page 5, paragraph (1), of his report he
says In conclusion—

{il) a2 highly effective mechanism for
differential heating of cancerous
tissue above the surrounding
normal tissue in the human body
is a distinet and important possi-
bllity with microwave frradiation.

Let us see what he says about this absorp-
tion of heat, which the National Health
and Medical Research Council would not
accept. I quote from page 4 as follows—

Absorption of UH.JF. energy by
normal and cancerous tissue (P21, P22,
P23)

- ok
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A considerable importance has been
attached in the report on the actual
mechanism postulated for achieving
differential effects in cancercus and
normal tissue.

Two statements made by Guettner
appear on page 21—

I have already read one of them. To con-
tinue.

—the first one relating to a qiffer-
ential heating while the second state-
ment refers to & coagulation of the
cytoplasm of cancer cells,

The first statement is strongly criti-
cised In the report while no further
specific reference is made to the
second. In regard to the criticism of
the first claim by Guettner the report
is largely concerned (P23) with state-
ments regarding small differences in
attenuafion of microwaves to be
expected between normal and cancer-
ous tissue,

There appears to be little doubt that
human tumour tissue has a slightly
higher conductivity than normal tis-
sue found by England (Nature, Sept.
1950) and Mallard (Nature, Jan. 1967).
However, what is important in postu-
lating a differential thermal mechan-
ism, is that an initial higher conduct-
fvity should exist In the tumour
material relative to the normal tissue,
even though the actual difference is
small. Under such circumstances, it
appears to be a distant possibility
that a “thermal runaway” of the
tumour material under microwave
irradiation can occur due to the con-
duectivity of the tumour material in-
creasing more rapidly with tempera-
ture than the surrounding tlssue.

Evidence for such a “thermsal runa-
way” has been shown by Zimmer et al
(LE.E.BE. Trans. Vol. M.T.T.—19 Feh.
1871, p238) to gccur in animal tumours
enabling differential hypothermia to
be achieved. There appears to be no
reason In principle why a simlilar
effect cannot be produced in human
tissue.

It is extraordinary that no refer-
ence was made in any respect to this
work, by either the physical or medical
scientists of the Committee.

I interpolate here to say it certalnly is most
extraordinary that, having taken a certain
stand, they had no reference to this par-
ticular literature which changed what they
were saying. To continue—

In regard to such a possible effect,
it would seem that if an initial arti-
fielal increase of conductivity (e.g. the
Tronado *cocktail”) in the tumour
material could be achieved in some
way, an enhancement of the above
might occur. It should be pointed out
also that if “thermal runaway” does
occur, Its effectiveness could also
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establish a potentially dangerous situ-

ation as far as the patlent is

concerned. However, the importance

of such a possible mechanism cannot

be underestimated in my opinion.
Now, I did not want to accept just one
opinion on that, so I decided to get in
touch with a top physicist in Western
Australia. I supplied Dr J. R. de Laeter,
Dean of Applied Science at the WA Insti-
tute of Technology, with a copy of what
Dr Bowen had said. I should like to quote
from Dr de Laeter’s report. On page 2
appears the heading, “Differential Heating
Mechanism'., Members will notice that he
refers to the same authority as did Dr
Bowen, His report states—

The work of Zimmer et al has shown
that differential thermal effects can
occeur in tumours in mice for micro-
waves of frequency 245 and 9.0 G
Hz. The mechanism of “thermal run-
away” is thought to be caused by
standing waves being set up in the
tumour. Therefore it is possible that
a4 similar mechanism may occur in
human beings, although at 433 M Hz
this seems unlikely. However I would
not rule out the possibility of this or
some similar mechenism occurring.
Obviously more research is needed in
this area.

S0, memhbhers will see that there are two
sclentists—to be preclse, physicists—who
will not accept the finding of the National
Health and Medical Research <Council
with regard to the differential heating
which can occur if heat is applied to mal-
ignant and healthy tissue.

On the 1l4th May this year there
appeared a very interesting article in the
Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion. My attention was first drawn to the
article by an item I noticed in the Amer-
ican edition of Time. Sirangely, it did
not appear in the Australian edition or in
the European edition, which I obtained
when I was ahroad. However, I have here
a photocopy supplied by the United States
Information Agency which includes a copy
of the Time magazine article and also a
copy of the article which appeared in the
Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion.

In the Journal of the American Medical
Association five doctors practising at
Brooklyn Hospital, New York, made a claim
relating to the benefit which had been
chtained by radic frequency therapy in
tumour eradication. They discussed the
response in 21 patients. The article states
as follows—

Tumor blood flow, measured by an
Isotope dilation technique, is only 2%
to 15% of that of the surrounding
tissue.

I think we should ponder on that for a
moment to show the very big difference
between the blood flow in a tumour and in
healthy tissue. The article states that the
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blood flow In a tumour {s only from 2 per
cent to 15 per cent of that in healthy
tissue. It is this factor which is claimed
to cause the tumour to rise to a greater
heat than the surrounding tissue. The
article continues—

This sluggish circulation differenti-
ates cancer from normal tissue and
forms the basis for a new therapy
that entails the transfer of radiofre-
quency (RF) energy for heating
tissues locally. The heated tissue is
cooled by the circulation of blood,
which carries away the heat. Impaired
perfusion, as in cancers, impedes cool-
ing. Heating by RF elevated the
temperatures of ahimal and human
cancers by 5 to 9.5 C above that of
healthy tissue. The heat eradicated
the animal cancers without destruc-
tion of normal tissue. Radiofre-
quency therapy produced tissue
necrosis or substantial regression of
cancer in 21 patients,

Further on it states—

The striking anatomical difference
in the vascularity of tumors from that
of normal tissue can be exploited as
a basls for the treatment of cancer,

An orderly system of arteries and
collecting veins 1s laid down in embryo,
but tumor tissue arises de novo after
blood vessels and tlssue are already
in existence.! Therefore, as a tumor
grows, it does not generate an inte-
grated ramification of vessels, which
1s present in normal tissue. An expand-
ing tumor displaces adjacent vessels,
Although these vessels may oceasion-
ally be engulfed by the enlarging
tumor, they do not establish an inte-
grated system for the rapid entry and
egress of blood.! The angiogenesis that
takes place in tumors merely creates
capillaries whose haphazard growth
results in a disorganized and tortuous
ﬂpathway with a high resistance to

ow.

It was this article that I asked the Min-
ister representing the Minister for Health
to refer to the Tronado Case Evaluation
Commitiee; however, the Minlster said he
did not propose to do so. I suppose it is a
case of, “My mind 1s made up; do not
blind me with facts.” A lttle further on
in the artlecle it states—

We measured the blood flow through
surgically excised malignant and nor-
mal tissue and by the indicator dilu-
tion technigque, and we tested the
effect of selective heating in an RF
fleld In anlmals and humans with
malignant tumors.

The conclusion of these exberiments with
the 21 human beings was reported as
follows—
The present investigation demon-
strates that human cancers are selec-
tively heated by RP radiation, with
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consequent tissue destruction, A
rational basls for therapy is thus sug-
gested.

That is quite the opposite from what the
National Health and Medical Research
Council said on this subject.

I do not want to leave that aspect of
thls issue at this point, because fortun-
ately I am armed with plenty of authority.
I should now like to quote from a publica-
tion which was printed in Britain in 1972
and headed, “Investigations on the Possi-
bility of a Thermic Tumor Therapy—
Short-Wave Treatment of a Transplanted
Isologous Mouse Mammary Carcilnoma”.
The article is written by Kristian Over-
gaard and Jens Overgaard of the Cancer
Research Institute of the Danish Cancer
Society in Denmark, Starting off it says—

During the past century it has
repeatedly been claimed that heat may
exert an inhibitory effect on a malig-
nant tumour, or even cure it.

Let us refleet upon that for & moment
or two. It says “During the past century”.
What has been done about it until now?
I quote from page 66 of this report—

In recent years, Cavaliere et al and
Mondovi et al have reported a number
of cures of human tumours treated
with local application of heat.

Further down it says—

The values reported vary to some
extent, but nevertheless show an
acceptable agreement in view of the
variations in the experimental tech-
niques in which the ability to “take”,
the growth of the tissue culture, the
mitotic index or the staining suscept-
ibllity are used as criteria for the
viability of the tumour tissue.

Heat tolerance is probably somewhat
higher in normal tissue than in
tumour cells.

Now I refer to heat absorption and again
a different opinion from the National
Health and Medical Research Council. 1
quote—

This difference in heat sensitivity
was demonstrated very clearly by
Chen and Heidelberger [59] in experi-
ments on induced malignant cell trans-
formation: the higher heat sensitivity
seems to be an Integral part of the
ch]a.racterist.ics of the malignant
cell . ..

Many experiments with heat treat-
ment of transplanted tumours suggest
that the possibility of cure exists, but
the results vary widely hecause of the
technical difficulties encountered . . .

In many experiments, local treat-
ment of the tumour with h.f, currents
has resulted in permanent cures of
transplanted tumours without serlous
damage to the surrounding tissue.
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Is not that what has been claimed—that
the microwave treatment would get rid of
malignancy without damaging surrounding
tissue? To continue—

Present Status and Purpose: Several
ohservations—both clinical and experi-
mental—indicate that a moderate
influence of heat may inhibit the
growth of, or completely destroy,
malignant tumour tissue, but although
8 considerable number of cures of
transplanted tumours are on record,
we actually know very little about the
dose of heat which is necessary to
produce such an effect. Our know-
ledge of the histological reactions in
heat-treated tissue is very sparse, and
the mechanism of action of the heat
applied is still unclarified.

So there is further support for the view
that radio frequency can selectively heat
tumour tissue and normal tissue, and that
is something which the National Health
and Medical Research Council would not
accept at all.

I want to return to the report of the
National Health and Medleal Research
Couneil because, as I have already said, it
made another claim. This deals with the
measuring equipment which it used in
order to determine how much heat the
Tronado machine was capable of giving,
Again I have to refer to the reports of the
physicists in order to show what con-
clusions they came to in connection with it.
I refer to page 1 of Dr Bowen's criticism.
It refers to page 26 of the report of the
National Health ahd Medical Research
Council and is headed, “Fleld-measuring
equipment used”. He said—

The electrical probes desecribed,
apparently consisted of inductive loops
supplying a thermistor power meter
via a co-axial cable, the latter em-
bodying a solid copper outer sheath.
No actual probe dimensions are stated,
and it is not clear from the report,
how the copper sheath was oriented
with respect to the radiating anten-
nae of the Tronado treatment head,
when the fleld measurements were
made,

However, due to the gecmetry of
the Tronado head, it would be impos-
sible to introduce such a probe as
described.

We must realise that this man is a doctor
of physics and a senior lecturer at the
Institute of Technology of New South
Wales. He does not mess ahout and say,
“It might be this or it might be that”.
He makes the very definite statement—

. . it would he impossible to intro-
duce such a probe as described, with-
out distorting the field patterns of the
Tronado antennae. It is also possible
that the actual power radiated by
some antennae could be affected by
the presence of such a probe, since
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the radiated power is sensitively
dependent upon the load impedance
in such a situation.

No attempt was apparentiy made to
check for such a fleld distortion or
any possible alteration of total radi-
ated power caused by the measuring
probes used. The figures quoted for
the distribution of radiation intensity
in ailr inside the treatment head
(P28), must therefore in my opinion,
be regarded as suspect.

I shall show later that this opinion is
supported by Dr de Laeter. To continue
with the letter—

It wowld seemn that some doubts
were held in regard to the electrical
measurements, as a later attempt
(P26) was made to measure the dis-
tribution in air inside the treatment
head, by utilising a thermal technique
and measuring the temperature rise
over a known time of water samples,
located at wvarious peositions in the
treatment head. Such measurements
would only have validity if the initial
rates of heating of the samples were
measured and the thermal losses
known at each position. No reliance
can be placed on such measurements
angd this was also apparently realised
(P26). Such thermal measurements
cannot of course be interpreted in any
‘(:;%% )in terms of the field polarisation

When the measuring techniques as
described above are applied to the
phantom load of saline solution (P25,
P27), the measurement situation
becomes even more questionable. The
introduction of a metal sheath in the
volume of conducting fluld (saline
solution), would almost certainiy have
caused a significant field distortion,
and if the sheath were actually
earthed, a major alteration in the
actual power radiated by the antennae
may also have occurred.

In this respect, it is significant that
only relative power measurements are
quoted in the report (P28, P29) for
points immediately inside the phantom
load, i.e. at one radial location only.
If a probe calibration were made
inside such & phantom load for a
single dipole as claimed (P26, P27),
why were actual field intensities not
measured at various ragdial locations
In the Tronado?

Apart from the questionable nature
of the field measurements as stated
above, it must be also remarked on,
that the paucity of measurements
both in regard to the number of loca-
tions sampled and the particular field
components measured gives an
extremely vague and inconsistent pic-
ture of the supposed fleld distribution.
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For the reasons detailed, above the
conclusions of this particular para-
graph, both in regard to actual field
distribution and field polarisation,
must be regarded as unacceptable
without further investigation.

It is claimed in the report that the
antennae of the machine are not elec-
trically matched to a patient standing
22 ¢ away, and hence the actual radi-
ated power is low. However, this
statement refers to a test ecarried out
with a single isolated antenna by
measuring the power input to the
U.H.F. generatar, A satisfactory test
of the Tronado machine could only
be made in this respect with all
antennae in position and the power
input to the antennae actually mea-
sured on load.

While it may well be correct that
the Tronado antennae are not matched
to & patient standing in the machine,
and there may be good reasons for
this, the tests mentloned above are
considered to be unsatisfactory in res-
pect to a measurement of the total
power output.

This is further seen in the test con-
ducted on the total power dissipated
in the phantom load (P31> by meas-
uring the temperature rise in a sallne
sample over a known tlme. It is
claimed that the figure of 350 waltts
obtained represents the total power
radiated into the load by the machine.

If the average field readings are
calculated from the fields measured
electrically at the front, back and sides
of a patient (P29, P30) and the
appropriate surface areas of the head,
neck and abdomen considered, the
total power received by a patlent
should be about 1200 watts rather than
the 350 watts mentioned above!

Allowing for the paucity of meas-
urements and the consequent difficulty
of obtaining average fields from the
quoted flgures, there nevertheless
appears to be a clear inconsistency
between the electrical and thermal
measurements. This can also be seen
from the fleld values measured im-
mediately outside the phantom where
the average field is about 60 mw/cm®
rather than the alleged 35 mw/cm®.

It is of course not surprising that
the thermal measurement of 350 watls
is incorrect. No allowances were made
in this measurement for any type of
losses whatsoever! As already pointed
out In the case of thermal measure-
ments by distributed water samples
above, no validity can be placed on
such figures in regard to radiated
power.

Incidentally, it might also be pointed
cut that even assuming the total power
absorbed was only 350 watts, the esti-
mated intensity of 35 mw/cm?® at the
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surface of the phantom assumes a
uniform field distribution throughout
the ioad.

This is clearly not the case. It would
appear that the average intensity over
the patient's body surface is from the
electrical measurements taken, much
nearer to 100 mw/cm® rather than
356 mw/cm?!

I emphasise that this man is in a res-
ponsible position teaching physics, and he
Places his reputation on the line in the
forthright way in which he destroys the
case of the National Health and Medical
Research Council. Now fortunately there is
considerable backing for what he said. Dr
de Laeter said the following about that
aspect—

Field Measurements

I agree with Dr. Bowen that the NH
and MRC measurements of the field
strength might be suspect. Any micro-
wave detector will distort the electric
fleld and hence give incorrect values
of fleld strength. The questlon is that
even if the NH and MRC results are
inaccurate by a factor of 2, does this
affect the conclusions drawn by the
NH and MRC report? I do not belleve
they do, but this is perhaps open to
debate,

I referred that report back to Dr Bowen to
see what he thought about that aspect.
He said—

(1) Field Measurements.

The gquestion is asked whether the
field measurement accuracy is signi-
fieant in regard to the conclusions of
the NH and MRC report. This report
implied two findings based on the
physical measurements:—

(a) that the Tronado machine
was an inefficient apparatus
for heating up the human
body in an unceriain manner;

() that the machine was poten-
tially dangerous for the treat-
ment of patients in certain
areas of the body.

Both findings were based upon the
actual field readings and the distribu-
tion of such readings, inslde the
Tronado treatment head, both in air
and inside a phantom load represent-
ing & human body. The inference in
{a} I1s that the energy transferred to
the patient Is too small and distri-
buted iIndiscriminately over the body
of the patient. However, statement (b)
infers that the energy transferred to
the patient is too large at least in
certain definite regions of the hody.

The findings were to some extent,
confradictory, and since they have been
based upon the field and power
measurements as quoted, the accuracy
of these measurements 1is, I believe, of
considerable importance,
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We have a further opinion from Dr F. A.
Brishout. This physicist said—

I have read the Perth Public
Library copy of the National Health
and Medical Research Council Com-
mittee’s report on the Tronado 3.101
machine. It is my opinion that cer-
tain aspects of the physical measure-
ments undertaken are not acceptable
and that there exists a certain weak-
ness in the way that some of the
statistics have been handled.

This scientist had no knowledge that I had
in my possession reports by Dr Bowen and
Dr de Laeter. This report was made
irrespective of either of those two. Here
is a third scientist who questions the
measurements from which a very import-
ant opinion was expressed by the NHMRC.
He goes on to say—

It is a well understood concept that
no physical measurement can bhe
undertaken in completely absolute
terms. The act of measurement intro-
duces 8 material modification to the
assembly under study such that the
quantities obtained refer to the modi-
fied version and not the original one.
Traditional consideration must there-
fore be made so that the modifications
introduced by the measuring equip-
ment are minimal and insignifican{
and that the modified assembly is a
very close approximation to the true
one. This consideration lays down
necessary criteria for the desjgn and
use of the measuring equipment.

(i) With reference to the equip-
ment used to measure the Tronado
fields.

It is my opinion that the above
mentioned criteria have not been met.
A series of shielded probes using
coaxial cable with a solid copper outer
sheath were used to measure the
Tronado’s magnetic field. The dis-
turbance due to this on the field to
be measured could not, in all likeli-
hood, be considered ‘minimal and
insignificant’. And, dependent on the
kind of circuitry associated with the
above mentioned equipment, energy
could he absorbed by it which would
lead to an anomalpus estimate of the
power supplied by the treatment head.

The general principle given in the
introduction applies particularly to
the testing of the field measuring
equipment. This was apparently car-
ried out on a single antenna. This
situation is equivalent to the separa-
tion of one antenna from the rest of
the Tronado assembly and can hardly
he considered to be a ‘very close
approximation to the original version’.

(ii) With reference to the quantity
of field@ measurements taken.
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It appears that field measurements
inside and outside the phantom were
confined each to positions in a single
vertical line for two planes.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Before the tes sus-
pension I was quoting from a report by
Dr F. A. Brishout. To continue that
quote—

Though descriptive reference was
made to relative assessments in vari-
ous vertical lines it was not supported
by tabulations of actual measurements
nor were tables given to show how
the fleld intensities varied over the
cross section of the treatment head.
(iiiy With respect to the thermal

measurements.

It would appear that the measure-
ment of temperature rise in {he saline
filled phantom consisted of a single
estimate taken after some consider-
able length of time. No plotted re-
sults of temperature versus time were
given within this period and no refer-
ence was made to considerations re-
lated to heat loss. For the above
reasons the validity of the estimated
dissipated power is not assured.

Those three reports from persons qualified
in physics show that the basis for the
conclusions of the Nationa! Health and
Medical Research Council could not be
accepted. Therefore, it is most remark-
able indeed that the board of the B8ir
Charles Galrdner Hospital should act in
the way it did in banning the use of the
machine following the publication of that
report.

One of the very bad features of that
action was other hospitals followed suit—
the Royal Perth Hospital, the St. John of
God Hospital, and the Fremantle Hospital.
That meant no cancer patient in any of
those hospitals was allowed to be treated
on the Tronade machine, The only way
for some of those people to be treated on
the Tronado machine was to take them
out of the hospitals and arrange to have
them located in certain private hospitals
which took a different view, A number
of patients were put to considerable ad-
ditional expense and inconvenience be-
cause they were keen to get the treatment
and they had to make a change.

To show what a biased attitude the
National Health and Medical Research
Council took, I propose to quote from the
council's opinion of certain patients and
leave it to members to judge whether the
conclusion was reasonable in the circum-
stances. My first quotation comes from
page 6 of the report from the council,
and reads—

Many of the patients who received
combined treatment did display some
changes in their physical signs but
in every one—
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I ask members to listen carefully to the
following words—

—this could be attributed to the other
therapy given.

The council was not prepared to come
aut and say that the changes must be
attributed to other therapy, but that they
could be attributed to other therapy. Why
could not the changes be attributed to
the Tronado machine without proof one
way or the other? That is the first ex-
ample. The next example is as follows—

One patient had massive cedema of
the. neck two years after high dose
radiotherapy given elsewhere for a
carcinoma of the pharynx with nodes
in the neck, This oedema subsided
markedly with treatment on the
Tronade alone leaving the nodes in
the neck easily palpable. Another re-
ported shrinkage of a swollen arm,
which had followed radical mastec~
tomy, radiation, and lymphangitis,
These however did not necessarily re-
present destruction of tumour cells
but probably reflected subsidence of
infection and an improvement of cir~
culation of the part.

There is an absolute disinelination to put
forward the possibility that the improve-
ment could have been due to the Tronado
machine. It is stated that the improvement
could have been due to something else;
no-one was prepared to come out and say
that was so and that the improvement
definitely was due to something else. At
page 7 of the report appears the fol-
lowing—

In this last patient, X-rays of the
humerus were equivocal but on the
basis of a deflection in the Servogor
(see page 16) as it surveyed one arm,
activity of Hodgkin's disease in the
humerus was diagnosed. Reltef of pain
followed treatment, but in the opinien
of the committee this was probably
due to the effect of UH.F. diathermy
from the Tronado machine on the
cervical spondylasis which was evident
in the X-rays, or occurred spon-
taneously.

If the members of the committee had done
their work properly they would have known
what to do in order to say whether or not
the effect had occurred spontaneously.
That case concerned a patient who had
Hodgkin's disease.

In the report to which I referred earlier
by Kristian and Jens Overgaard, at page
T2 appears the following—

On the other hand, the heat-pro-
voked alterations affect both rapidly
and slowly proliferating tumour tissue,
and the alterations are electively
localized in the tumour cells, whereas
the intermingled stroma and vascula
cells are not affected.

Very rapid new growth of connective
tissue and simultaneous resorption of
the tumour cells are also characteristic
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of the reaction and differ strongly

from the slow growth of connective

tissue and resorption which may occur

locally around a spontanecus necrosis.
It was claimed, because of the disinclina-
tion to give any credit to the Tronado
machine, the improvement was probably
due to the effect of the UHF diathermy
from the Tronado machine which was evi-
dent in the X-rays, or occurred spon-
taneously.

According to Overgaard, all they had
to do was look at the histological appear-
ance of the tissue surrounding the mal-
tgnancy, and that differs strongly where
the necrosis is spontaneous. Apparently
they did not know anything about that or
did not want to see it because they did not
want to give ecredit to the Tronado
machine. To continue—

One had a sacral chordoma and re-
duction to less than half its original
size had been claimed. The committee
was unable to agree that any improve-
ment at all had occurred.

Another one is—

The histories of all the Institute
patients were made available to the
radiotherapists on the committee. A
random selection of six (carcinomas
of the colon, adrenal, lung, stomach
(two) and a malignant melanoma)
failed to show any objective ameliora-
tion—

Listen to this—

—naot attributable to other concurrent
therapy.
So it pleases them where they see any
amelioration of a condition to attribute it
to some other cause. It could not possibly
be the Tronada; oh, na. Here js another
quotation—

In addition the radiotherapists
claimed histological proof of a can-
cericidal effect but in no case were
the tumour cells eradicated nor were
the changes described other than
those which could reasonably be ex-
pected in the variable process under
treatment by a number of different
modalities.

Why could they not have been expected
from treatment on the Tronado? They had
no proof it was from the other modalities.
But of course it did not suit them. In every
instance there is a biased judgment.

On page 9 of the report there is resort
to the method to which I have already
referred; that is, where they cannot get
away from the fact that there has been
an improvement they say the patient
could not have had cancer in the first
place. I quote from page 9 of the report—

A woman was being followed up at
the Institute for a carcinoma of the
breast. She had returned from Mel-
bourne having had bony and soft tis-
sue metastases treated by surgery and
deep X-rpy. She was placed in the
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Tronado and the Servogor was said
to show a positive uptake in the head.
On the assumption that she had brain
metastases she received treatment by
& combination of Tronado, deep X-ray
and ecytotoxies. Subsequently, full
neurological examination and investi-
geations showed no evidence of cerebral
metastases.
Because they could not find any evidence
of cancer they made & statement which
led to the conclusion that she could not
have had cancer in the first place. Why
on earth were people elsewhere treating
her for something which did not exist?
That apparently does not matter.

Following the action taken by the board
of the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital to
ban the machine—and this was followed
by the boards of other hospitals, as I have
already sald—considerable inconvenience
and additional expense had to be incurred
to get treatment on the Tronado, and some
people of course just did not have the
treatment at all. While they remained in
Sir Charles Gairdner, Royal Perth, Fre-
mantle Haspital, or St. John of God’s they
could not be treated on the Tronado; they
could do without it.

I moved in the House for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee in order that
we could go into this report. We could
then have looked at the opinlons of the
physleists. The House did not agree to
the appointment of & Select Committee.
The Government announced instead that
it would appoint a special case advisory
committee, which it did, and it invited
me to nominate s member. I nominated
Dr John Holt. This committee, as I have
already said, distinctly limited the nature
of the inguiry it could carry out, making
it extremely difficult for it to reach any
worth-while conclusions. But the com-
mittee did determine there was no evi-
dence of any harm. That, of course, is
most important.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It is as well to have
the committee’s statement about its ina-
bility to come to a conclusion. I quote
from page 6 of the report—

The committee agreed that con-
clusive assessment is impossible within
the context of a retrospective study
such as that which has been under-
taken.

It was the study which they themselves
determined to undertake; that is the im-
portant point. The report goes on—

It considers that there is a strong
need for an experimental study on the
effects of very high frequency radia-
tion using the Tronado machine in
solid malignant tumours.

This special committee invited the patlents
who wanted to be examined to say whether
they claimed they had received any benefit
from treatment on the Tronado.
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According to information supplied by the
Minister representing the Minister for
Health in this House, 27 patients out of 32
who were interviewed by the committee
claimed they had benefited from treat-
ment. And, more importantly, the clalms
of 25 of those 27 patients were supported
by the attending radiotherapists. But the
committee as a whole was unable to find
that any henefit had heen achieved by any
patient. It seems to me to be absolutely
ridiculous that it did not make any im-
pression at all on the committee that 27
out of 32 patients examined claimed they
had benefited and went before the com-
mittee in order to prove ii, and in 25 out
of those 27 cases the clalms were supported
by the attending radiotherapists.

In this regard the best testimony must
come from the patients. I had to make a
selection from more than 100 references
I have but I did not want to keep mem-
bers here all night; half of the night is
sufficient. So I selected 10 people—Ifour of
whom have passed away—so that we could
naake & balanced assessment of the situ-
ation,

The first case is that of a doctor who
came here from South Australla to be
treated himself an the Tronado. He then
went back to South Australia and when
the committee was set up he came over
here again to be interviewed by the comn-
mittee in order to make his contrlbution
to science. When the commliitee was dis-
posed to take no notice of him he wrote
a letter, of which I have a copy.

I will leave members to judge whether
this doctor did not know what he was
talking about or whether the commitiee
should have taken notice of him. T refer
to Dr Stephen Staska of 23 Catslina
Avenue, Parafield Gardens, South Austra-
lia. His letter submitted to the commlittee
was given code No. L 007, Male, 39 years.
This i1s Dr Staska’s letter, dated the 20th
March, 1976—

Further to my being interviewed by
the commiltee I shall try to refterate
as fully as possible, however, please
forglve me not being able to supply
the exact dates concerned as the re-
search of these would mean a c¢on-
slderable delay to this letter,

Briefly, after a series of operations
for recurrent secondary deposits of the
melanoma in the left side of my neck
I developed one rather large deposit
situated deeply and adjacent to the
left side of the larynx in September
1974.

Fortunately for my case, this date of Sep-
tember, 1974, falls just within the period
of time determined by the committee for
examination—from &September, 1974, to
September, 1975. Anybody treated before
September, 1974, or after September, 1975,
was out. So the committee lmited this
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inquiry to a 12-month period and Dr
Staska’s trouble occurred in September,
1974. The letter continues—

Prior to having this removed I
insisted specifically to the Surgeon,
who was to perform the operation,
that under no circumstances was I
prepared to sacrifice my voice. I
realize that I tled his hands greatly hy
this insistence and it was no surprise
to me, therefore, when after the
operation he advised me that the lump
was in fact a tumor, that he had re-

Following the operation I was left
with a consideralle haematomsa above
the line of incision (desplte Redivac
drainage) in the left sub-mandibular
region. This initially subsided as one
would expect but some two or three
weeks later I developed a hard non-
tender, non fluctuant and non-trans-
flluminable mass in the same areas. At
first I felt this may be post-operative
scar tissue but as the mass continued
to rapidly increase in size its real
nature became frighteningly obvious.
Three weeks after the operation it was
the size of a hen-egg, and only one
week later the size of a goose egg—
some 10 ¢m in diameter, At this stage
I commenced a four day course of
intensive Tronado therapy. There was
absolutely no other treatment given.,
During these four days the lump had
diminished in size very rapidly and at
the end of the four days it was the
size of a small hen egg—about 4.5cm
In dlameter,

On my return to Adelaide I began a
course of block radiatlon some three
days later. This course lasted six weeks
and by the end of the therapy the
lump had further diminished in size
to a very hard woody scar-like mess
approximately 3cm in diameter, it
has not changed since.

Firstly, I do agree that there is no
absolute proof that the lump in my
neck was actually & melanomsa
because it had not heen blopsied.
However I have been practicing
Medicine long enough to be able to
differentiate between a simple fuid
cyst and a solid tumor. Furthermore
of the Surgeons I approached, after
they examined me ho-one was pre-
pared to blopsy the lesion and frankly
even if they had been prepared to do
50, I do not think I would have allowed
it for fear of further spreading the
melanoma. I am quite certain that
had any other been in my place he
would have done likewise.

Secondly, I also agree that there
were no photographs and proven data
In regard to the measurement of the
size of the lump before and after the
Tronade treatment; however, I have
many rellable witnesses including my
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Mother, my Brother, who is also a
G.P. and his Wife who is a Sister and
my Wife who is also a Sister who
would be able and I am certain pre-
pared to support my statement.
Furthermore you must realize that at
the time my main concern was to get
the treatment that I considered most
likely to help me as quickly as pos-
sible, rather than waste time taking
photographs for some committee of
enquiry which may perhaps eventuate
In the future.

I myself consider that while the
Tronado machine in iiself 1s not cap-
able of necessarily curing cancers, it
certainly represents a very worth-
while forward step In the manage-
ment of malignancles where used in
conjunction with other accepted
means of therapy. Most certainly I
consider that while the Medical Pro-
fession has nothing more positive to
offer the unfortunate sufferers of such
conditions it should be locking closely
at the means ¢f combining the use of
this machine in conjunction with
other treatment, with an open mind,
to try to provide some help rather
than be determined to destroy the
concept entirely.

And I completely agree with that, Mr
Speaker. Here is a doctor who comes over
for treatment for himself and in regard
to substantiation he refers to two relatives
who are Sisters and one who is a general
practitioner, But what did the committee
think about this case? The committee de-
clded he could not have had cancer in
the first place because he did not have the
dates and he could not show photographs,

The nexi case concerns a gentleman who
visited Parliement House this morning and
I propose to read to the House his letter
to the Minister for Health, of which he
supplied me with a copy. This man lived at
“Routledge”, 18 High Peak Place, Les-
murdie, and he wrote this letter to the
Minister for Health on the 22nd April,
1975. The letter reads as follows—

Dear Sir,

re Tronade Cancer Machine and
Machines wused In Conjunction
therewith.

1 am writing as a cancer patient
suffering from Lymphosarcoma with
the medical classification of “chronic
invalid” under the medical supervi-
sion of Dr J. Holt of 21 McCourt Street,
Leederville. T hereby make my medi-
cal history the property of the public,
for the specific use of Cancer Research.

I was referred to Dr Holt by the
Stirk Medical Group of Canning Road,
Kalamunda nearly three years ago.
After hospitalised Pathology tests were
taken and the results confirmed as
malignant Lymphosarcomsa (a type of
blood cancer). At this early stage my

local Doctor advised my wife to “tidy
up my affairs ete.”, as I may not see
the next Xmas (about 5/6 months
hence).

Under the expert and kind treat-
ment from Dr Holt I have seen three
more Christmases come and go, with
the fourth hurrying to greet us. The
vague “red herring” of Cataracts and
Sterility appear to be restrictive think-
ing, and if this line were followed
would Maternity Hospitals be closed
because of the occasional death of a
mother in child birth? We are aHl
horn to die, nothing is more certain,
but let we cancer sufferers do it with
dignity. The deferment of that event
is the democratic right of all our citi-
zens. Sir Charles Court has fought
this right, with emotion, so many
times for Australia, and Western Aus-
tralia in particular, please prevall on
him to do so again. Medical Con-
trolling Greoups have been wrong so
many times before in not listening to
the voices of dedicated (sometimes al-
most unknowns) people of science. I
am sure you are aware of the great
men and women to whom I refer,

I am forwarding a photostat copy of
the front page of the Weekend News
dated 19th April, 1975 relevant to this
subject, and if the paper has reported
correctly I quote the portion “Dr
Billings said that the committee’s
findings could not in any way be con-
tradicted by the future performance
of the machine. He sald there was ho
question about it, the machine was In-
effective and undesirable”.

This would surely have to be the
voice of bhigotry and not in keeping
with the Oath taken by all Doctors.
In effect should the machine (Tro-
nado) prove wholly or partially suc-
cessful {(as it has in my case) Dr Bil-
lings would deny the general public
the use of the Tronado machine to
cancer patients. I am wondering if
such an act of professional disregard
in Public Health would fall within the
scope of ‘“The Restrictive Trades,
Practices Act.”.

At this point I must state that I
have been recently treated on this
machine, and have the greatest faith
and respect for {its merits and the
Doctors and Radiographers and gen-
eral staff. They are all deserving of
recognition for their dedication.

In conclusion I consider that g blased
panel has been appointed to the
Councll of N. H, & M. R., and suggest
that 2 new panel, consisting of quali~
fled persons specialising in this par-
ticular field of medicine and science
with up to date reports, be appointed
to make this decision.

If this letter appears to be “emo-
tional” please bear in mind that I am
fighting for my life.
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That letter was signed by John N. Davies.
I asked Mr Davies if he received a reply
from the Minister, and he said he did. He
supplied me with g copy. That letter would
be a tremendous comiort to anyone expect-
ing to die in three months, because this is
what the Minister said on the 29th April—
Dear Mr Davies,

I acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 22nd April, 1975, concerning the
suggested discontinuance of the use of
the Tronadoe Machine,

You may be assured I am consider-
ing the situation very closely.

That is full of comfort and full of encour-
agement, I must say! Mr Davies, to whom
I spoke a couple of days ago, subsequently
put his wife on the telephone and she
spoke to me in very glowing terms and
said she was very happy about the impro-
vement which resulted from the treatment
on the Tronado. I have already said that
Mr Davies came here this morning at 10
o’clock for the purpose of supplying me
with a copy of the letter he received from
the Minister for Health,

The next case I propose to quote con-
cerns a person who lives very close to me
—Mr B. J. Ackley of 37 Roberts Road,
Attadale. I might say I have the full
permission of all these patients, or of their
widows in those eases where patients have
passed cn, to give these details to the
House and to the publie in the hope that
it may result in the Tronado machine
becoming available to the people. The fol-
lowing is a letfer I received from Mr
Ackley, and it is dated the 29th September,
1975—

The Hon. John Tonkin M.L.A.

Dear Sir,

I have taken the liberty of writing
you with reegard to the Tronado Ma-
chine and Cancer as there has been
so much publicity given, and, to you
personally as being responsible for
introducing the Tronado Machine my
deepest gratitude.

After numerous pathological tests,
my case was proven malignant cancer
in the throat.

St. George's Terrace specialist sent
me to Dr Holt who placed me under
the Tronado Machine plus Radio
Therapy.

After four weeks I have been dis-
charged as fully cured (and I fezl I
am) but have to report for check up
in two month’s time,

You may use this letter as you wish
so that others may be helped, and I
am prepared to go before any medical
board for examination,
Again Sincerely Thanking You,
B. J. Ackley.

A couple of months after I received that
letter, in response to an invitation I went
to the trotiing ground. I arrived just after
the third race when many people were
coming down the ramp. Mr Ackley, whom
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I had never seen in my life and whoem,
therefore, I could not{ recognise, saw me
and came up and put his hand on my
shoulder. He identified himself to me and
sald, “I am the chap who had cancer in
the throat.” He told me that he could
not speak or swallow, because of a growth
in his throat, but that after treatment
on the Tronado machine the growth had
disappeared,

Last week I rang him up {o see how he
was getting on and he sald, “I am still
the same, there Is nothing wrong with me.
I had a checkup three days ago and there
was no sign of cancer.” I asked him whether
he was prepared to make a statement to
the Press, and he said, “Certainly, I want
to go on television and tell it.” He asked
me to speak to his wife on the phone, and
when I mentioned this to her she was a
little hesitant. She felt he should not go
on television unless he first told
Dr Holt of his intention to do so. I saw
Dr Holt a couple of days later and asked
him whether Mr Ackley had been in touch
with him about making a statement. Dr
Holt said, “Yes. I told him that so long as
he did not advertise me he could say what
he liked about it."

There it is. This man is now quite fit
and well. He is a man of over 70 years
of age who had a tumour in his throat
and could not swallow or talk, There was
no argument about whether or not he
had a cancer, because the specialists who
were freating him sent him along for
Tronado treaiment, and they knew what
they were doing,

Now, Mr Speaker, it is frightening to
know that in Western Awustralia more
than 1000 women every year have their
breasts removed because of cancer.
In one year—I think it was 1974—1 078
women underwent radical mastectomy.
What a traumatic experience! I have
already mentioned Mrs Lynette Abbott,
who is known to the Leader of the
Country Party; he knows very well that
what I am saying about her is true.

I propose now to quote another case.
This lady has given me full permission
to give particulars about her case. I refer
to Mrs Bridget Lester of 125 Lawler Street,
Subiaco. She was being treated by a well-
known surgeon who did not want to
operate again. So, it was arranged that
she should be treated on the Tronado.

In connection with this case, I had a
bit of a stir the other day. I put through
a telephone e¢all to her residence three
times during the day, and I received no
answer, As it is wrong to jump to con-
clusions, I was slowly coming to the con-
clusion that she might nho longer be on
this earth. The House happened to be
sitting that night, and I left the Chamber
when the thought occurred to me, and
put through another telephone call at
about 8.00pm. To my great delight she
answered the telephone.
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I asked Mrs Lester how she was and
she said, “Wonderful. I have been to se¢
my doctor this week and he says he can
see no sign of my trouble recurring, Why
do you not ring him?” I said thet I
would like to do that and she gave me
his telephone number. She said, “He will
be in his surgery now. Why don’t you
ring him immediately?” This doctor would
be well known to the member for Subiaco,
because his practice is in Subiaco.

I telephoned the doctor and said, “I
have been speaking to Mrs Bridget Lester,
who had a cancer in the breast. Do you
agree that she had a cancer in the
breast? Do you know she went on the
Tronado machine and is now healthy?”
The doctor replied, “I do; she is wonder-
ful!™ There we have the opinion of Mrs
Lester and of her doctor.

I should have mentioned previously that
Ackley was one of those who went before
the special committee. I am not sure
whether or not Mrs Lester appeared be-
for the commitiee; I have an idea that
she did.

The next case to which I wish to refer
concerns a person to whom I have already
referred; namely, Mrs Lynette Abbott, who
had a cancer in the breast. I have her
photograph with me. She invited me down
to lunch, and told me her story. I have
here a certificate and a letter which I
received from her on the 21st March, 1975.
I telephoned her last week to see whether
she was still well, and she was bubbling
over with joy and cxcitement. She said,
“I am well. I have had a checkup within
the last few days and I am still cancer
free.” The following is the letter she wrote
to me—

Dear Mr Tonkin,

I visited the Radictheraphy Centre
in Leederville on February 4th for a
check-up and x-ray and am pleased to
be able to inform you that Dr Nelson
and Dr Clubb are quite satisfied about
my latest x-ray and have advised
that as far as they can see I am quite
well.

I also visited . .
agreed that I am well,

This is the surgeon to whom I referred
who carried out the biopsy, discovered
that she had cancer and recommended a
radical mastectomy, with which Mrs
Abbott would not agree. Her letter con-
tinues—

Your driver took a photograph at
Katanning when you called last
November and I would like his
address, please so that I may contact
him for a copy.

Thanks for your interest in my case
and every good wish far success with
your efforts in the promotion of the
Tronado cancer machine,

Kind regards

Lynette Abbhott.

(surgeon) who
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Of course, the National Health and
Medical Research Council and this special
advisory committee would say, *“You
cannot take any notice of that. Any im-
provement she has shown must have been
due to something else.”

The next case concerns a Mr Matier of
14 Lefroy Road, Beaconsfield. If I remem-
ber rightly, he is 75 years of age. I spoke
to him on the telephone a couple of days
ago, and he informed me he had no
worries and was still perfectly well. This
is the letter he wrote to me on the 27th
January, 1976—

Mr John Tonkin,
Dear Sir,

It was you who unknowingly first
introduced me to the ‘Tronado
Machine when in an interview on
telly you praised its use and so I really
owe you an account of my progress
on this wonderful machine.

Mr England (Pathologist) performed
my Prostate Gland operation in
November 1976, told me I had cancer,
would probably last five more years
if I took three Stilboestrol pills each
day for life.

Dr. A. E. Daley and R. T. Mikosza
gave me every care and kind atten-
tion at this long period and quickly
responded (thank God) when I re-
quested an interview with Dr Holt.

After examinations by Dr Holt
(who told me the Stilboestrol pills
were now useless) he accepted me as
a patient on the Tronado at Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital.

In only five weeks, three visits a
week I felt so well I was ““jumping out

of my skin” and still continue to feel
S0.

I lead a very happy life with my
wife and family close by, and also
gquite an active one.

Before ‘Tronado
were:—

’;‘he member for Subiaco would he ahle to
judge whether these were reasonable
symptoms. He continues—

(1) Persistent and practically con-
tinuous daily headaches.

(2) On fairly {frequent occasions,
stifling hard to breathe attacks.

(3) Various pains, especially when
urinating.

(4) Loss of body weight.

(5) Embarrassing cancer odour.

All of this is now in the past and
I feel really very well, also regained
lost weight. I am West Australian
born in Suffolk Street, Fremantle, on
Tth April, 1901 which makes me 75
years next April.

I hope this letter will in some way
help to reinstall the Tronado which
I think is a miraculous machine.

my symptomns
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I also feel it could help bronchitis
and Asthma sufferers.
Sincerely,
R. A. Matier.

Robert Alexander Madtler.

P.S. I take no cancer medication of
any kind.

This man had cancer in the prostate gland.

Are we to tell him he does not know what
he is talking about and that he never had
cancer in the first place? Or do we tell
him he is really not well, and still has
cancer? This letter was a completely
unsolicited testimonial. Would not he
know better than this committee before
which he appeared? However, the com-
mittee could not see any valldity in his
CASe.

‘The other cases to which I wish to refer
concern persons who are deceased. One
could quite easily imagine that their
widows or relatives might be disposed to
say, “The Tronado did not cure him, so
it is ne good." However, let us see what
they actually said. Fortunately, decu-
mentary proof exists for some of these
cases.

The first one refers to Mr Hall who died
about a month ago from a heart attack.
He was 85 when he died. According to
the information given to me from his son,
to whom I spoke during the week, he died
of a heart attack. The son lived in Lock-
hart Street, Como. This letter was
written to him by the radiotherpay
centre and is dated the 17th April, 1975.
It reads—

Dear Mr Hali,

You have asked me to give you a
report on your father, Mr James Albert
Hall, age 80, who was referred to me
in May 1970 with a history of four
months hoarseness of the voice. There
was no cough but his throat was sore.
On examination he was found to have
a white area of leukoplakia on the
anterior third of the right vocal cord
and a biopsy was taken which sug-
gested cancer in sitz. This means a
very early cancer.

It was decided to treat him by
radiotherapy on the Linear Acceler-
ator he had a dose of 6 000 rads. over
a period of seven weeks, There was
satisfactory response and the larynx
looked clear. I saw him last in
November 1970 when his larynx was
normal and there was no signs of any
spread of the cancer.

He then was referred to me in
November, 1974—

The information I have obtained from
the son was that there were four special-
ists to decide what to do with him and
he was confined to hed in the repatriation
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hospital. I have checked this information
with the Deputy Commissioner for Repat-
riation (Mr Williams}). To continue—

—when I saw him in consultation with
other doctors and it was apparent
that the growth had recurred as a
small white growth on the anterior
end of the right vocal cord. As he
had had extensive radiotherapy pre-
viously, a laryngectomy was considered
the best theoretical treatment., How-
ever this patient was then 81 and was
not in very good condition and it was
doubtful whether he would have
withstood the operation and the post-
operative management. This patient
declined to have surgery and he was
referred to me again in March and I
found that the tumour had slightly
increased in size but the larynx was
quite mobile and the cancer had not
extended beyond the larynxz. As the
only alternative for this patient
appeared to be retiring to hospital for
morphia until he died, I agreed that
he could be tried again with small
deses of radiation using the Tronado
machine—

It has been found that where it is not
possible, when treating patients who have
had a large amount of radiotherapy, to
give them more radiotherapy, by using
Tronado a very small amount of radium
treatment 1s efficlent. That 1s borne out by
literature 1 have in my possession and
could read. The letter continues—

—which has been found to have a
synerglstic effect and enhance the
effect of radiation. This meant that
although he could not tolerate another
cancer course of X-ray therapy, he
may be able to he controlled or cured
by a much smaller dose of radiation
if this was used in conjunction with
the Tronado V.H.F radiation.

He has had a first course during
which time his voice has improved a
great deal and his throat has felt very
comfortable. The vocal cord is white
and slightly swollen and the tumour
has subsided but has not completely
disappeared. The cord is inflammed
and slightly fixed. He has had only
1,500 rads, which 1s a small amount of
radiation and he has had a number
of exposures of V.H.F.. I have advised
the Repatriation Department that he
should rest for three weeks to allow
the small amount of radiation reac-
tion to subside so that he may tolerate
further treatment.

This man is much better In himself
at this stage and it is hoped to be
able to control this tumour now for a
considerable time by continuing
therapy.

Last Christmas this man’s son rang me
to wish me a merry Christmas, telling me
that his father had recovered and left
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hospital and was holidaying down in the
south-west. He died about a month ago
from a heart attack.

The next concerns a deceased person
named J. E. Rogers. This letter was written
by his widow from 2, Ashurst Drive, Les-
murdie. It is written to the doctor. It
reads—

With so much publicity about the
Tronado machine my famlly and my-
self would like to express our sincere
gratitude to you and your staff for
the comfort and help my husband
received from your treatment,

Without it we could not have kept
him at home with us until nineteen
hours before he died, also because of
it, he was relieved of all pain which
meant we were able to have a happy
Xmas and New Year.

Two days before he died he did not
even have a headache, which meant
we were permitted to keep him at
home with us for an extra ten weeks.

If there is any way in which I can
help please let me know, as the ban-
ning of this machine is going to cause
s0 much pain and so much sorrow for
s0 many people.

That is slgned by the widow. The next
concerns @ deceased person named Mr
Collier from 18 Bessell Avenue, Como,
dated the 18th May, 1975. It is written to
me and states—

I lost my Husband on the 25th of
March with Cancer. Dr Nicholls re-
moved his right lung 24 years ago,
and hoped he had checked it but in
& few months the Cancer had travelled
to his groin, and finally to his head.
The Doctors told me there was noth-
ing more they could do for him. It
was dreadful to see him suffering the
pain he said was terrific—although he
was on the strongest pain killers. They
(the doctors) decided to call in Dr
Holt. With my Husband’s permission
Dr Holt treated his groin, and his
head. Within a week the violent head
aches he was getting vanished, also
the pain in his groin. Before he went
on the Tronado machine he could not
walk without a walking stick, He
threw it away and could walk norm-
ally, Although he has passed away
(the cancer had taken too much of
8 hold before he was put on the
machine) the Tronado machine ex-
tended his life, and made him free of
pain. I can’t speak too highly of it.
I pray that Dr Holt will be allowed
to carry on this good work. Please
Mr Tonkin don't give up hoping.

As I sald earlier, that is just a selection of
cases. This is the final one I shall quote.
This unfortunate person died on the 28th
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June of this year, The date of the letter
is the 8th May of last year. It is as fol-
lows—

Dear Sir,

I have just been reading this morn-
ing’s “West”. The article “Tonkin ob-
sessed with Tronado”. I feel it's time
for me to speak up too.

I have just written to Mr Ridge tell-
ing him what the Tronado machine,
plus cobalt 60 treatment has done for
my husband.

I hope my letter will help to change
his attitude.

I will not copy out the letter I sent
to him, it’s too long and emotional.
However, I would like to give you the
fact of my huband's case.

First of all, my hushand is a turned
down miner, whose lungs are 65% in-
capsacitated, Xe has not worked in
the mines since December 1964.

He has an annual X-ray in March.
He could no longer work and gave
up his employment in February 1974.

He had an X-ray on March 6ih
1974. No sign of any growth.

His private doctor sent him back
for another X-ray in late September
or early October 1974, In that time,
between X-rays, a large growth had
developed.

Dr Nicholls, a specialist in lung
surgeon told my husband (after tesis
and examinations) that the growth
was galloping and had to be treated
quickly., He also said as my husband's
lungs were in such a weak condition,
It was too risky to operate.

This was a terrible hlow. We have
3 young children, aged 14, 13 and 9
years. My husband is 52 years old.

We had to stand helplessly by while
my husband’s condition got worse.
Then Doctor Holt started treating him
on the Tronado Machine and Cobalt
60.

I cannot tell you of the terrible
time my husband went through and
of the many times my children and I
went out the back and cried our
hearts out, of the sleepless nights 1
lay awake listening to hear if my hus-
band was still breathing.

He was practically bedridden. Only
able to dress with help, but deter-
mined to walk out to the waiting car
on his own, to go for his treatment.
My friends and family urged me to
get my husband to make his will. Not
one person who saw my hushand
thought he'd be still alive at Xmas.
My children and I were absolutely
heart broken and full of despair. Two
days after my husbands treatment was
over, he got out of bed, washed, shaved
and dressed himself,
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He then went {0 his car and drove
himself down to the local hotel and
had a couple of drinks with his friends.

He had not been able to drive his
car for over two months.

1 was so frightened, I could not bear
to look as he backed the car out of
the garage. I was s¢ sure he'd col-
lapse.

He spent Christmas day, sitting in
a lounge chair.

We know he is not cured of cancer.
But the growth 1s now not even a
1 the size it was. The most important
thing is he has relief from the crip-
pling pain and doesn’t need anywhere
near the amount of paln killing tablets
he had before.

As far as the children and I are
concerned we count our blessings, We
not only have our husband and
father, but he is well enough to take
us for drives in the car, and have a
little fun with us. This is something
to cherish as before Christmas we
thought those little pleasures would
no longer be for us. As long as the
Tronado machine can give relief from
paln, it is doing a mighty job.

Ag you yourself, 8ir, know what _1t’s
lHke to stand helplessly by watching
a dearly loved one suffer I know I
don't have to go into details of what
it’s like. Rless you for trying to help.
If you had not been the instigator of
getting the Tronado Machine to W.A.
T would not have been able to say “We
now have a complete family” as there
would have been a very big gap in
ours.

Yours humbly & gratefully,
Mrs. M. E. Munre.

1 found out today that Mr Munro died of
pneumohia on the 28th June last.

What evidence do we have to produce
in order to justify the contention that
this machine should be allowed to ober-
ate? Guettner produced flve Tronados, and
there is none available outside of Western
Australia for possible purchase. Besides
the two here there is one in France, one
in Switzerland, and one in Germany.
Western Australia is fortunate in having
two Tronado machines, although one is
idle,

Why do these doctors in Calgary,
Canada, suddenly decide to be possessed
of our Tronado machine? I shall tell you,
Mr Speaker. Some time ago we had a visit
from a Dr Hornback who was head of
the largest medical school in the UBA.
He came here specially t0 see the Tronado.

I quote from The West Ausiralian of
the 11th April, 1975. Under the heading
of “Tronado design for the U.8.” the fol-
lowing appeared—

A radiotherapist and a physicist
from the United States who have been
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studying the Tronado microwave
machine and its use in Perth returned
home last night with the intention
of building three or four similar
machines.

They are Dr N. Hornback (44),
chief of the department of radiation
therabpy at the University of Indiana,
and a physicist in the department, Dr
R. Schupe.

Dr Hornback said they would build
microwave therapy meachines for the
treatment of cancer in animals used
for experiments and for the treat-
ment of human cancer.

A study of the Tronado in Perth
during their five-day stay had shown
its essential design to be based around
12  diathermy units. They would
huild similar machines with variable
frequencies.

Dr Hornback said his university had
the blzgest medical schoal in the
United States.

He had heen engaged in radiation
treatment for cancer patients for 12
Years.

Amazed
“I have been amazed by what I have
seen of some of the patients and case
histories of people who have had
treatment on the Tronado in Perth,”
he said.

Is it not remarkable that the members
of the National Health and Medical
Research Council were not impressed or
amazed, and the members of the latest
committee were similarly not amazed, bhut
the head of the largest medical school in
the USA was amazed?

To carry on the story, Dr Hornback bullt
these machines, He had such tremendous
success that he 1Is now collaborat-
ing with the group of doctors who
want to buy our machine. When Dr
Levant was in my office last week his
words were, "It is likely that at this very
minute Dr Hornback is talking with my
colleagues about their programme of
research which will be carried on.”

Are we to be in the situation that we
deny cancer sufferers in Western Aust-
ralia the use of this machine at Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital, and send it
to Canada so that the doctors there can
treat cancer sufferers in Canada; and
that in due course when the Tronado
becomes accepted throughout the world,
as it undoubtedly will, we will have to
pay a darn sight more to get the same
machine than we had to pay initially?
How much sense would there be in that?

Now, it is a great thing to know that at
last people elsewhere have woken up to
the possibilities of this treatment. Western
Australia has paved the way, despite the
opposition. As a matter of fact, it could
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be the opposition has been a blessing in
disguise because it stirred up a number
of people and encouraged them to have
another look.

One of the remarkable features about
the situation is that there is no trouble
with general practitioners. When they
have a patient suffering with cancer they
shoot him off for treatment on the
Tronado. I could reel off the names of a
number of doctors who have referred their
patients for treatment on the Tronado
and they agree the patients have benefited.
It is the other people—the intelligentsia
and some university professors—who say
that we cannot have this because it does no
good and will not do anything. They close
their eyes to what is said by the people
who claim they benefited. They will not
have that a$ all.

Members will recall the number of names
on the petition I presented last year. If I
made an appeal to the people of Western
Australia to march in this city I guarantee
we could raise a march of 10000 people
without the slightest trouble. It is almost
impossible to go anywhere in the State
today without finding someone who knows
about someone else who has benefited.

During the week my wife went into Caris
Bros. and a gentleman there said to her,
“I see your husband is moving on the
Tronado machine again®., She said that
I was. He said that he knew a horse trainer
from up country who had cancer and who
had bheen on the Tronado and was con-
sequently now back training his horses.
This is true. I have confirmed it.

I have mentioned many who have bene-
fited. While I have all these letters, I have
records of dozens and dozens of telephone
calls from people urging me not to give up
and indicating the machine must be
brought into operation.

My motion asks that it be brought
into operation, but not in Western Aus-
tralia. However, that is what I want
because I cannot see the sense in selling
it to someone else to do what we can do
ourselves here and what we have done with
such great success.

My inguiries of the doctors operating
the machine here reveal they are fully
occupied with the machine and they are
giving serious consideration to having a
second one built. I put this aspect to
members: once we can get the women in
the community—those thousands who each
year lose a breast—to realise that there is
every chance of their getting rid of the
cancer if they are treated on the Tronado,
there would be such a demand for treat-
ment that we would not have the capacity
here to treat them all. It is my belief that
we are only a few months off general
pcceptance.

It has been established now that it has
been known for 50 years or more that
heat will destroy cancer. All we have to
show is that the Tronado machine is
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capable of applying the necessary 42
degrees to destroy the malignancy., We
can accept what Dr Bowen, Dr de Laeter,
and Dr Brisbout have said. They have
stated the measurements used by the
National Health and Medical Research
Council committee cannot be relied upon
and therefore the calculation as to whether
the Tronado can produce the heat cannot
be relied upon at all.

Consider the 20-year-old girl from up
country who had in her stomach a cancer
as big as a football. Her mother (Mrs
Nottle) brought her to my office and they
both sat there talking to me, That cancer
which was as big as a football is no longer
there. No wonder Mrs Nottle was instru-
mental in obtaining s large number of
signatures of people in country districts
asking for the machine to be kept in use!

Surely we have reached the stage where
we can be sensible about this and accept
the evidence right under our noses.

The other day a most remarkable state-
ment appeared in the paper. I am indebted
to Dr Kilgour who must be a man of con-
siderable courage to have said what he did.
The article appeared in The West Aus-
tralian on the 9th August, and there can
be no argument that he was misquoted
because his statement appeared in in-
verted commas. We must bear in mind that
there have been two supposedly expert
committees trying to evaluate the Tronado.
This is what Dr Kilgour said—

“There has been no proper evalua-
tion of the Tronado machine,” he said.
“We still don’t know what it does.”

Surely that cuts the ground completely
from under the feet of the NHMRC and
the special advisory committee. Dr Kilgour
—and no-one is in a betier position to
know than he—has said that there has
been no proper evalution; and I agree
absolutely.

In the face of that how can we allow
a situation to continue under which the
machine is not belng used? Aifter the
report of the special evaluation committee
was issued and Dr Kilgour was asked
whether the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital
would do anything about the machine, he
said that the hospital’'s action would
depend upon the decision of the Govern-
ment. Therefore the situation is that all
the Government has to do—and in my
view it should do it—is to give an indica-
tion that this machine should be put back
into use and the board will do it. That
will mean then that the patients in Sir
Charles Gairdner who want treatment on
the Tronado, can have it; those patients
in Royal Perth Hospital who want treat-
ment on the Tronado, will have it; and
those people in St. John of God Hospital
and the FPremantle Hospital who want the
treatment on the machine will be able to
have it also.

Who are we to deny it to them in the
face of the testimony of the men them-
selves who are still alive and the widows
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and other relatives of those who have
passed on? Surely we could not justify
that situation. In view of what Dr Le Veen
and his four colleagues claim about the
improvement they effected in 21 cancer
patients in New York by using microwave
therapy, surely to goodness we can realise
that we are on the eve of the acceptance
of the best cancer therapy known in the
world today.

Therefore I trust that as a result of what
I have told the House-—and I guarantee
that what I have said is fully documented
and supported scientifically as well as by
the testimony of those persons concerned—
there will be no difficulty in the minds
of members as to what they ought to do
when the time comes to vaote on the
motion.

When Dr Levant was talking to me, as
he did for 1% hours, he showed me two
sets of photographs of people who had
been treated in Canada with a small sec-
tion of 434 megahertz diathermy. There
are 12 in the Tronado machine. First of
all, he showed me a picture of a mean
who was suffering from cancer of his foot.
It was a horrible looking inflamed injury.
He then showed me a picture of the same
foot taken three weeks later after the man
had ultra high frequency treatment and
there was no sign of the cancer; not even
a scar on the man's foot.

I was then shown a picture of & man
who had a cancer under his eye and,
again, it was a horrible protuberance.
That cancer was treated with ultra fre-
guency therapy and after some weeks of
treatment another picture was taken of
that man's face which showed no sign of
the cancer.

No wonder they are enthusiastic about
getting our Tronado machine and taking
it to Canada. I told Dr Levant I was not
enthusiastic about assisting him to take
away the Tronado machine, and I asked
him what his programme of research
would be if the machine were kept here,
He said that would cause a delay of eight
months, Canada has $1 million to spend.
It received £150000 from a person
whose name I know to further research
inte ultra high frequency microwaves. It
is proposed to carry out further experi-
ments on animals and also on human
beings in eollaboration with Dr Hornback
who already has had some success.

It is as obvious as a missing tooth that
before long this ferm of treatment will
be accepted throughout the world. We
have to make up our minds whether we
should indicate to the Government that
we object to its seling this machine. My
information is that a substantial sum has
been offered for it; as a matter of fact, I
could mention the amount although I have
been told by the Government that no offer
has been made,

It has to be remembered that as soon
as the offer is accepted there will be fur-
ther publicity in the United States. On
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what Dr Levant has said, on behalf of the
doctors at Brooklyn, there will be such
pressure from cancer sufferers to obtain
triet%trg};ent that we will not be able to cope
w it.

Those people have a large sum of money
available so let them build their more
poweriul machine. It will not be any
different in principle. It will be an ultra
high frequency microwave machine. When
Dr Hornback was here he told me that
Guettner might have hit upon the correct
frequency, but it is possible that by
changing the frequency of the microwave
a better and quicker result might be
obtained. He said that was what he would
experiment with.

In the literature which I have with me
it is mentioned more than once that it
is considered the microwave treatment
does not rely on heat alone; there is
some other factor which is also present.
Dr Levant told me it was his intention to
try to discover the other factor, so that
would be the main aim of the treatment
which will be followed. There is no argu-
ment amongst those doctors about the
efficacy of heat treatment if the heat can
be lifted to the required temperature. The
illustrations I have gilven about tumeour
tissue being raised to a higher tempera-
ture than the healthy tissue indicate
there is very little difficulty with regard
to that. If it can be discovered that a
different frequency from that of the
Tronado machine will give a bhztter re-
sult, then the fact that the Tronado was
brought here in the first place will have
made a marvellous contribution, because
it is our success which has fixed the
attentlon of the Amerlcans and the
Canadlans on the possibilities of miero-
wave therapy.

I now leave the matter in the hands of
members hoping they will have a balanced
judement on this question. It transcends
party politics.

Mr T. J. Burke: Hear, hear!

Mr J. T. TONKIN: We are considering
what we ought to do to assist people who
suffer from one of the most dreadiul
diseases one can contract and we would
find it hard to justify in our consciences
if we deny people the right of treatment,
more especially as the latest committee
has stated there is no evidence of any
harm from the treatment. That has been
borne out by scientists in other parts of the
world. If there is no evidence of harm,
and if there is even a passibility of benefit,
who are we to tell people that we will not
make the machine available for use after
its purchase with the taxpayers’ money,

EApplause by Opposition members.]
Mr DAVIES: I second the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Ridge (Minister for Lands).
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SUFPPLY BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

EDUCATION
Appointment of Standing Commitilee:
Motion
MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [859

pm.]: I move—

In the opinion of this House, a
Legislative Assembly standing com-
mittee on education should be estab-
lished forthwith.

I think the time has come when we should
question whether there is any point in
keeping Parliament going, We have to
consider very seriously whether Parlia-
ment is worth keeping in its present form.
Many people are beginning to guestion
this very fact. It costs a great deal of
money to keep Parliament going and we
have the spectacle, night after night, of
Government back-benchers slumbering on
the benches.

Mr Nanovich: While the Oppesition is
wasting time.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Premier knows
better than anvone else that this place is
a farce, that what he wants will go
through this House and the other House,
and that this is an expensive rubber
stamp.

The Legislative Council sat for 22
minutes last week: 22 minutes! I think
the people have a right to question
whether in fact they are getting their
money's worth. I believe they are not.
When we consider the job being done by
other Parliaments which have committees
trying to grapple with the great and com-
plex problems facing society, the great
reports which come out of various Parlia-
ments all over the world, and the lack of
serious study by this Parliament, we must
question the whole system.

I might say that during the time Mr
J. T. Tonkin was Premier, seven Select
Committees were working in this Parlia-
ment. Since the present Parliament has
been In operation under the iron fist of
the present Premier there has been one
Select Committee, and that resulted from
a motion moved by a Labor member—
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition—and
amended by a Country Party member—
the member for Moore. It was certainly
nothing of which the Liberal Party could
claim to be the author in any way. That
is a sevenfold disparity between the valu-
able work which was done in various areas
in the life of the 27th Parliament and the
work which has been done during the 28th
Parliament,
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We of the Opposition believe in public
involvement, We believe the people have
a right to come to Parliament in a formal
way to get our ear and make submissions
to us, not in the privacy of our offices
when what is said may not see the light
of day but publicly so that they can at-
tempt to influence the legislators who are
supposed to represent them.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!

Mr A, R. TONKIN: In my opinion, the
whole of human history shows that Gov-
ernments cannot be trusted, It is just
not good enough for a Government to say,
“Don't worry, we are looking after you.”
George Orwell wrote about the year 1984,
the time of “Big Brother”. 1 suggest in
Western Australia the time of “Big
Brother” has arrived.

It is suggested we should have faith in
the experts. When another motion was
moved a great deal of evidence was pro-
duced to show that experts have made
some alarming errors in the field of
nuclear power generation—to such an ex-
tent that hundreds of experts throughout
the world have resigned from the well paid
jobs they would otherwise have had for
life because they felt they could no longer
be responsible for or associated with an
industry which was not as safe as one
would desire. So it cannot be said we
should have faith in the experts when, on
speaking to them, the experts themselves
gdmit in all humility they make errors.

We are not saying we should substitute
our work for the work of the experts.
What we want is to put the experts in
touch with Parliament. The experts are
in touch with the Ministry. The Cahined
has the hest technical expertise available
to a Government within the Government
service. That expert advice is not avail-
able to the Parliament as a whole and we
believe it should be so that it is possible
for the Parliament, as distinet from the
Ministry, to find out what the experts have
to say. So we are thinking of two kinds
of input: we are thinking of the expert
input and the input by the general public.

We believe Parliament should be orga-
nised efficiently. It is claimed loudly, es-
pecially by conservatives, that they are
proud of their British heritage; but in
1889 the House of Commons introduced
a system of committees, so we are rapidly
becoming 10¢ years behind the times. This
is the only Parliament of which I have
knowledge which is without a committee
system. I think the lack of activity in
this regard by this Parliament is a dis-
grace.

The Government is increasingly invaolve
ing itself in more and more activities
which are becoming more and more com-
plex, and I believe it is very wrong for us
to remain in the horse and bugey days, as
we are, or in the pre-Cambrign age as far



1778

as Parliament is concerned, by not attemp-
ting to put ourselves in touch with a great
deal of the evidence which is available.

The motion before us is related to the
education system, There are many sareas
In the education system which need inves-
tigation, Education is a very wide field.
The word ‘education” encompasses pre-
school, primary, secondary, and technical
education, colleges of advanced education,
the universities, special educaticn prob-
lems, and so on. It is a very complex field
and I would imagine a standing committee
on education would choose one particular
area to investigate and could with profit
to members themselves—because we, too,
need education—spend a considerable
period of time investigating one particular
area.

Mr Thompson: No professicnal occupa-
tion is more heavily represented in this
Parliament than education.

Mr A, R. TONKIN: That may be so, and
it is a teacher who is moving this motion.
I have spoken about this matter to hun-
dreds of teachers, both inside and outside
this Parliament, who believe a greater
measure of expertise should be shown by
legislators. I think the problem is we
take our responsibilities far too lightly.
Any Bill which comes forward egoes
through. Not & single Bill has been seri-
ously questioned by this Parliament in the
time of the Court Government,

Of course, It would be up to such a
standing committee to decide which mat-
ters to investigate but one of the matters
I suggest it could have a look at is the
promotion system as far as teachers are
concerned. A great deal of disquiet pre-
vails about that among members of the
Teachers’ Unlon, principals, parents, and
students. Obviously the system which is
operating is not the best. Indeed, I have a
letter from the Minister for Education
indicating that he Is looking at this ques-
tion. It would be hard to find many people
in Western Australia who are satisfied that
our promotion system is working.

Special education, remedial - education,
teacher education, the country hostels
system which is not operating at all well—
these are a few matters which come to my
mind at random, althougsh I make no at-
tempt to suggest the areas which should
be investigated or even the most pressing
areas.

Let us look at some of the committees
which are operating throughout Australia.
In the Ausirallan Parliament we have the
Senate Standing Committee on Educa-
tion, Science, and the Arts, which brought
down a report on teacher education, and
I would say those people are earning
thelr salaries by producing such reports
as the Senate reports on air pollution and
water polution, the House of Representa-
tives report on wildlife conservation, and
the Senate report on securitles and ex-
change, We also have the House of
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Representatives Standing Committee on
the Environment, Conservation, and
Natural Resources; the Senate Standing
Commiitee on Regulations and Ordin-
ances; and the Parllamentary Standing
Committee of the Federal Parliament on
Public Works. In Victorla there are stand-
Ing commlttees "on company takeovers,
road safety, Statute law revision, and
subordinate legislation. In South Australia
there are standing committees on sub-
ordinate leglslation, public works, land
settlement, and industrial development,.

That is not an exhaustive list of the
varfous committees which exist in Aus-
tralia but it shows we are lagging. For a
State on the move we do not seem to be
moving very fast in this direction.

On the 27th November, 1974, the Pre-
mier replied to me when I raised the
matter of the committee system, This
is reparted on page 3818 of Hensard of
that year, and referring to me the Premier
said—

... I know he will keep on with it until
we do something about it.

There was an admission that there would
be action but that the Government would
keep putting off what eventually should
be done. There was no attempt to show
that such a system was undesirable in any
way.

I am reminded of the Royal Commis-
sion which was set up to inquire into the
corrider scheme. That commission was
composed of one member of the Liberal
Party, one member of the Country Party,
and one member of the Labor Party; and
the commission suggested wunanimously
that a standing committee on town plan-
ning should be established. The com-
mission considered this to be an area of
great involvement and also one of great
dissatisfaction. This was a suggestion from
three people representing three different
political parties.

As I have said before, our incorrect sense
of priorities is illustrated in that we have
a committee set up to look after the sto-
machs of members of Parliament, and we
do not have committees to inquire into
vital areas such as education. It is more
important to have a commitiee to run
our dining room and to look after the
stomachs of members of Parliament—
judging by most of them, they are large
enough to look after themselves—than to
have a committee to look Into the ques-
tion of education.

The Commonwealth Solicitor-General
(Mr Maurice Byers) stated that each State
Parliament should have a committee to
examine proposed legislation to ensure that
it did not grant unnecessarily wide
powers. I believe that at the time the
Solicitor-General had in mind the fuel and
energy legislation passed by this Parlia-
ment. However, a Solicitor-General of the
Commonwealth believed that legislation is
often blindly acceded to by Parliament
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and that there need to be committees to
look at it to see that powers granted are
not too wide.

A former Prime Minister (Mr McMahon)
stated that a committee system should be
created so that back-benchers could have
access to policy makers, and the policy
makers to whom he referred—and this is
a sad comment on Australian society—
were members of the bureaucracy. So there
we have a suggestion that back-benchers
should have a greater role to play. Ap-
parently the back-benchers of this Par-
liament do not want to play a mesningful
role in the Parliament,

Mr Bertram: Only on the Liquor Act
Amendment Bill!

Mr A. R. TONKIN: In conclusion
would like te refer to the support I have
had for this motion from many sources.
In hoth 1975 and 1976 the Dale District
Council of the Parents & Citizen's Associa-
tion indicated support for this motion.

Mr Davies: Their member would prob-
ably vote for i, do you think?

Mr A. R, TONKIN: A councillor of the
Kalamunda District Counecil said that he
had canvassed 13 parents and citizens’
associatlons in the district and he found
they all agreed with the object of the
motion.

Mr Davies: Another guaranteed vote!

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Richmond
Parents & Citizens’ Association agreed with
the motion; the Armadale Primary School
Parents & Citizens' Association supports
the motion; and the East Maylands Pa-
rt;nts & Citizens’ Association supports it
also.

The Parents & Citizens' Association of
the Morley Senior High School has in-
dicated that it is in favour of the motion;
and the Secondary ‘Teachers’ College
branch of the Academic Stafl Association
of WA Teachers’ Colleges also has indl-
cated that it supports the establishment
of a Parliamentary Standing Committee on
education,

The Leederville Parents & Cltizens' As-
sociation said it was surprised that such
a committee was not established already,
and it supports the motion. The Subiaco
School Council of the Subiaco Primary
School supports the maotion. I have re-
ceived letters also from many individual
teachers, and I would like to mention one
teacher who said, “I am at a loss to know
why such a committee was not established
long ago.”

Finally, T would like to refer to two
bedies which between them represent the
bigegest proportion of educational interests
in Western Australia—the State School
Teachers’ Union and the WA Council of
State School ©Organisations which, as
members know, represents all parents and
citizens’ associations in Western Australia.
Both these organisations have indicated
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their wholehearted support for the estab-
lishment of a Parliamentary Standing
Committee on education.

Mr Davies: Do you think the matter
becomes any more urgent hecause of the
change in Government in Canberra?

Mr A. R, TONKIN: That is a valid
point. I believe we will see a downgrad-
ing of education from conservatives who
have always feared it. Therefore, we will
need someone to speak up on behalf of
the educationists in Western Australia.

In conclusion I would like to remind
the House that representatives of all the
parents and citizens’ associations in West-
ern Australia and representatives of all
the State school teachers in Western Aus-
tralia support the motion. I have no
reason to helieve that the union repre-
senting teachers in private schools would
not support it, although I do not know
its views.

I would like to remind members that we
sit here as representatives of the people
to make the laws of the land, and if we
do not see to it that we are legislating
from knowledge, then we are not dis-
charging our duties responsibly—in fact,
we are legislating from ignorance. I
believe that the public is not gefting its
money's worth from this Parliament. Just
think of the work which could have been
accomplished last week by a committee
composed of Legislative Council members
when members in another place sat for 22
minutes only. Just imagine the work that
could have been done during the parlia-
mentary recess which lasted for some
months,

Mr Thompson: We were on holidays!

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Information could
have been sought during this period. For
example, last night the member for Balga
suggested the establishment of a Select
Commlittee to inguire into building societ-
ies. The comment from the Minister was,
“Good heavens—you have had this since
If\flag. ‘What do you want any further time

or?’

The parliamentary recess could have
been used to inquire into legislation
rather than members using it to iron out
their gelf swings. I do not believe the
recess should be used in that way—it
should be used to investigate matiers so
that we can legislate from a basis of
knowledge.

Mr Sodeman: You should not be dis-
paraging like that about your colleagues.

Several members interjected,

Mr A. R. TONKIN: This hits members
on the raw, People might wake up—

Mr Young: How many on your side do
that?

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr A. R. TONKIN: Government mem-
bers sit there and when the Premier says,
“Jump”, they jump. They accept any
legislation which is introduced into this
place and of course they are now writh-
ing in agony because someone is daring
to say something about what goes on in
this place.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Qrder!

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I reiterate: We
should either discharge our duties properly
or we should close Parliament down,
because it is becoming quite clear that
Parliament, in its present form, has out-
lived its usefulness.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I know Government
members are trying to silence me.
Mr Bertram: They have no hope.

Mr A, R. TONKIN: It is like the jungle
at moonrise, Mr Speaker. I believe we
should either do our job properly or close
this place down because as it is presently
constituted it is of no further use.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth—Minis-
ter for Labour and Industry) [9.20 p.un.):
May I say that If the member for Morley
continues as he has—

Mr A. R. Tonkin; I will be asked out-
side again.

Mr GRAYDEN: —that might well
happen, too—he will gain for himself a
very firm reputation as being the Don
Quixote of this Parliament.

Mr Nanovich: Hear, hear!?

Mr GRAYDEN: He seems to travel end-
lessly and almlessly about this State tilting
at windmills. But I would say this: When
he criticises the parliamentary Institution
of this State or the parllamentary insti-
tution of Australia, or the Westminster
system of government, he has never been
on less firm ground. He does this con-
stantly. I jotted down some of the com-
menis he made. He said it is a gquestion
of whether it is desirable to keep Parlia-
ment going. He talked in terms of Parlia-
ment being an expensive rubber stamp.
and he went on to denigrate it to the
greatest extent possible. He constantly
denigrates our parlilamentary system.

I wonder what he would put in its place.
Does the member for Morley want to
replace our Parliament with the type of
administration found in Soviet Russia? Is
that what he seeks? He is constantly deni-
grating the Westminster system of govern-
ment, and ih so doing he is supported by
other members opposite.

Withdrawal of Remark
Mr A. R. TONKIN: I find it exceedingly
offensive for the Minister to say I deni-

grated the Westminster system. As o mat-
ter of fact, I held it up as a paragon of
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virtue in my speech. I request that the
Minister withdraw the unftruth that I
denigrated the Westminster system.

The SPEAKER: I must ask the Minister
to withdraw the offending remark.

Mr GRAYDEN: If the member finds that
offenstve, I am happy to withdraw it.

Debate Resumed

Mr GRAYDEN: However, I am also
happy to find the member putting himself
on record as being one who does not denti-
grate the Westminster system.

I am delighted to see that we now have
a statement recorded in Heansard by the
member for Morley expressing that parti-
cular viewpoint, because the member went
out of his way to denigrate this particular
Parliament. He has done that constantly
in the past, and he does s¢, it would seem,
because he loathes the type of Parliament
we have in this country. I find it extremely
offensive that anyohe in this House should
have views of that kind.

To get back to the point I was making,
1 wonder what the member for Morley
would seek to replace this institution with,
Is it not the type of government found
in Soviet Russia?

Mr A. R. Tonkin: A decent kind of Par-
liament; you know that.

Mr GRAYDEN: Is that a decent Parlia-
ment, elected on the basis of there being
only one candidate for whom the people
can vote?

Mr A. R. Tonkin: That is not so. What
about & bit of honesty?

Mr GRAYDEN: What is the alternative
to the Parliament we have in thls State?

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr GRAYDEN: The alternative, as the
member for Mt. Hawthorn knows only too
well, is the Soviet type of government,

Mr Davies: Are you sober?

Mr GRAYDEN: It would appear that is
what members opposite would support,
because that is the only alternative.

Point of Order

Mr A, R. TONKIN: It is offensive to me
for the Minister to suggest that we should
have in this place a one-party type of
gavernment. The Minister knows only too
well that I said I believed in the West-
minster system, and I would like to see it
introduced here; and that Is not the
Soviet system—

The SPEAKER: Qrder! There is no point
of order. There is a cleavage of opinion
that has been expressed. The member has
not asked for a withdrawal, so I ask the
Minister to continue.

Withdrawal of Remark

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I might not have
made myself clear, Mr Speaker, I request
that the remark be withdrawn.
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The SPEAKER: What remark?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: That I am in fav-
our of a Soviet type system.

Mr GRAYDEN: I did not say that.

The SPEAKER: This is one of those
occasions when one member denies that
he made a certain remark., I heard men-
tion made of supporting the Soviet form
of government. The member for Morley
has asked for a withdrawal of that offend-
ing remark. Will the Minister withdraw
the statement?

Mr GRAYDEN: Mr Speaker, the state-
ment I made—

The SPEAKER: Do you wish to make
an explanation?

Mr GRAYDEN: Yes, 8ir. I said it would
appear that the member would support
that type of government, because that is
the alternative. That is & very different
thing.

Sir Charles Court: That is right.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
will resume his seat. Under the circum-
stances it would appear thaf, as the Minis-
ter has stated what he said, the remark
does not have to be withdrawn.

Debate Resumed

Mr GRAYDEN: Thank you, Sir. The

member for Morley very deliberately made

reference to the period another place sat
during the last week.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: It was 22 minutes.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member knows per-
fectly well that there is a reason. This
session has just resumed, and the Legis-
lative Councll 1s waiting on leglslation
from this House.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: There is plenty to do.

Mr GRAYDEN: That is the situation,
and the member knows it perfectly well;
vet he attemptied to distort the position.

Mr O'Connor: Some members opposite
might not have sat for 22 minutes either.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member also said
that this House does nothing. Let us look
at the legislative record for last year
alone.

Mr B. T. Burke: The fuel and energy
Bill!

Mr GRAYDEN: We find that in the
Legislative Council 18 Bills were intro-
duced.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: How many were re-
jected?

Mr GRAYDEN: I will come to that in
a moment. In the Legislative Assembly
109 Bills were introduced, making & total
of 127 Bills introduced in that year.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Rubber stamped.
Mr GRAYDEN: There was a total of

127 Bills introduced, and the member for
Morley talks in terms of this Parliament
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being a rubber stamp. ©Of those 127 Bills,
one was discharged in the Legislative As-
sembly, only one was defeated in the
Legislative Council, two were defeated in
the Legislative Assembly, one lapsed in
the Legislative Council, elght lapsed in
the Legislative Assembly, and 114 passed
both Houses. Yet the member for Morley
would give the impression that this Par-
liament does absolutely nothing,

Mr T. H. Jones: Tell us how many hours
they sat.

Mr GRAYDEN: Perhaps the member for
Morley might do some work in hils elec-
torate, but it Is quite obvious he does
nothing in this Parliament.

Mr T. H. Jones: How many hours did
the Council sit as compared with the As-
sembly?

Mr O'Connor: You tell us.
Mr T. H. Jones: He is telling the story.

Mr GRAYDEN: I have told the member
exactly how many Bills were introduced.
The faect that the Legislative Couneil may
not be sitting long hours can be attributed
directly to the Opposition, because the
Opposition is there to query and debate
Government legislation.

Mr Bertram: What is the use of doing
that?

Mr GRAYDEN: If Labor members will
not sit in the Leglslative Council and will
not sit in this Chamber and debate Bills
at length, they cannot subseguently ac-
cuse the Government of not sitting for
additlonal time. I do not think any mem-
ber of this House would c¢complaln that
the Chamber sits for too short a peried;
the opposite would be the case.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: What about effective
sitting times?

Mr GRAYDEN: Sometimes we sit until
1.0¢ and 2.00 am. and sometimes we sit
through the night. Therefore it is arrant
nonsense for the member for Morley to
speak in that fashion. He is certainly
not deceiving anyone in this House.

He did not spend very long dealing with
this mation because he knows he has no
facts on which to justify the introduction
of a standing committee on education.
Had the member for Morley been able
to show that there is a continuing interest
in various aspects of education; had he
been able to show that members are con-
cerned with this matter; and had he been
able to show that members opposite are
not able to obtain adequate information
in respect of various aspects of education,
there would be some justification for con-
sidering the appointment of a standing
committee.

However, he would not have been able
to say that because there are no matters
of continuing interest; no matters relating
to education which are of concern or about
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which membhers of this House cannot ob-
tain adequate information. In those cir-
cumsiances, there is simply no justification
for a standing committee on education.

The member for Morley referred to the
Federal Parliament and to the fact that
that Parliament had a standing committee
system. But that Parliament is a very
different Parliament from ours. For in-
stance, there are 127 members in the
House of Representatives, whereas the
Legislative Assembly has only 51 members.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: The Senate has 60
members, and it has a good committee
system. Is that number so different from
517

Mr GRAYDEN: I do not know what the
member for Morley is talking about; I am
referring to the House of Representatives.
The Senate contains not 60 members but
64 members, while our Legislative Council
contains only 30 members. Therefore, the
two Parliaments cannot be compared.

In addition, we must bear inh mingd that
Federal members are drawn from through-
out the Commonwealth. They fly to Can-
berra and remain there a relatively short
time and get out of the place as quickly
as they can in order to return to their
home States. In those circumstances, in
order to transact the business of the
Federal Parliament, it is imperative that
they have standing committees.

However, that situation does not apply
here because when this House is out of
session, members can meet within the
subcommittees of their own parties and
achieve everything they could achieve
without the necessity {o establish a stand-
ing committee on education. I assume that
the Labor Party Caucus would have sub-
committees dealing with most issues, such
as educftion, agriculture and mining. 1
can assure the member for Morley that my
party has established such subcommittees,
and I am sure the National Country Party
has set up similar committees. We have a
series of subcommittees and we certainly
have a subcommittee on education.

It is my opinion that the Lahor Party
is remiss indeed if it simply sends its
members to this House and makes no at-
tempt within its own ranks to form sub-
committees to deal with these important
issues. In addition, members opposite are
obviously as remiss out of the Chamber
as they are within it. I suggest to mem-
bers opposite that if they feel they are
having difficulty in cbtaining information
in respect of education, they should im-
mediately form a subcommittee within
their own party to deal with education,
just as other parties have done. This will
achieve everything the member for Morley
wants.

The second point I should like to make
is that there is not a single member of
this House who has the slightest difficulty
in obtaining all the information he or she
wishes in respect of edueation. Members
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can ask questions in this House; they can
write to the Minister for Education; they
can telephone the Minister for Education:
they can meet the Minister for Educa-
tion in the corridors; they can form depu-
tations to visit the Minister; or, they can
avail themselves of the research facilities
at the Parliamentary Library. There fis
endless scope for them to obtain the In-
formation they require in respect of ed-
ucation, and it 1s absolutely nonsensical
for anyone to suggest this information
fs not readily avallable, However, If
they feel they cannot obtain the informa-
tion through all those sources, of which
they should be aware, I suggest they con-
tact me, and I will be happy to obtain
the information for them—because the in-
formation certainly is available,

Any member of this Parliament who is
doing his job should know how to obtain
such information. In these circumstances,
how ridiculous it is to talk in terms of
establishing a standing committee on edu-
cation. It has been mentioned that local
government authorities commonly estab-
lish standing committees. But this is for
a very good reason. Councillors are not
paid and most councils meet either fort-
nightly or once a month. In the mean-
time, the business of the local authority
must go on and in those circumstances
standing committees are imperative, which
is why they figure so prominently in local
government.

Mr A, R. Tonkin: What about the West-
minster system?

Mr GRAYDEN: That is a different
set-up altogether. How could a House con-
taining 640 members, as does the House
of Commons, function without standing
committees? Surely the member for Morley
is not suggesting we can compare that
situation with the one which exists in
Western Australia.

I repeat that the member for Morley
has advanced no good case in support of
his motion to establish a standing com-
mittee on education. The Government has
complete confidence in the Education De-
partment and the Minister for Education.
It is confident that every member of Par-
liament has access to all the information
he may require, In those circumstances,
I have no alternative but to oppose the
motion.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [9.37 pm.]:
The Minister for Labour and Industry,
who represents the Minister for Educa-
tion in this place, toak umbrage at the
manner in which the member for Morley
approached the subject of his motion, He
seems to have all sorts of fanciful, funny
and rather ludicrous ideas as to what
really is meant by a subcommittee of a
particular potitical party. Far be it for me,
after only a short time in this House,
to attempt to tell the Minister he does not
understand the system.
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However, I am afraid I cannot accept
the validity of a comparison hetween party
subcommittees dealing with education or
other matters and a proper, standing com-
mittee of this House. The Minisier made
such a comparison, and sald that the sub-
committees could fulfill all the wishes of
the member for Morley. I helieve that to
be a ridiculous statement.

Of course we on this side have a sub-
committee on education! We have a
shadow Minister for Education who has a
committee behind him which deals with
matters relating to education. However,
we do not belleve that is the complete
answer in the field of education or in any
other field, simply because a subcommittee
of an Opposition party holds no legal
welght at all,

The Minister's suggestion that mem-
bers should enlighten themselves on the
subject of education is a matter which is
very close to my heart, and I should like
to inform members of the ways in which
I have endeavoured to educate myself in
the field of education as a member of the
Legislative Assembly.

For instance, I refer to the annual con-
ference of the Australian Teachers’ Fed-
eration held in Perth between the 6th and
the 9th January this year. I have also
endeavoured to educate myself in regard
to the thinking of people dealing with the
training of teachers who were about to
go out Into the teaching world to instruct
our children. I consider it an honour to
have hecome a member of the board of
the College of Advanced Education at Mt.
Lawley. Further to educate myself in the
matter of education, I undertook the
responsibility which was carried out by
my predecessor, Mr Brady, in the fleld of
technical education.

The Minister asked whether any mem-
ber of this House could show that he has
been denfed the right to seek informa-
tion. I shall shortly disabuse the Minister’s
mind: the right has been taken away
from me, as a former representative of the
Midland Technical School. I intend to ask
some searching questions of the Minister
for Educatlon ahout that schoaol.

When the Minlster makes an obvious
attempt to play politics he should rem-
ember that he speaks for the Minlster for
Education and he aparently does not
know the Minister has denied me the
opportunity to assist the Midland Tech-
nical School as well as to further my own
interests in the field of education. On its
own that would be sufficlent grounds for
me to support the establishment of a
standing committee on education.

The Minister has challenged members on
this side of the House to produce evidence
that there is something wrong with the
education system and to prove that all is
not well. All is not well with the educa-
tion system. We have some problems with
pre-school educatlon and the Teacher's
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Union has appointed a research officer.
The document I have in my hand was
prepared by the Education Department
and is headed, “Evaluation of pre-primary
centres”. I assume that that presents the
Government’s point of view. I wonder
whether in our wisdom we should simply
accept that as the gospel on pre-school
education. I certainly do not. I have read
it with some interest but I am not con-
vinced that that is the document I am
prepared to accept as the best means of
education in this State, particularly in
regard to pre-school education.

I seek knowledge and I have not heen
able to find it. I am supposed to sit here
when Bills come before this House to
amend the Education Act or any other
legislation to do with education. I am
supposed to act responsibly towards par-
ents and children who are golng to be
educated and I am not too certain exactly
what I ought to be doing.

I have been on a technical school com-
mittee and I have been interested in the
question of teacher training for quite some
time, having personal experience of bring-
ing up a son.who is now g member of the
teaching fraternity.

The Minister mentioned the House of
Representatives. I mention that because
it is a great pity we cannot have a more
enlightened contribution to the debate
from the Minister representing an Educa-
tion Minister,

Mr A. R. Tonkin: If ever we needed an
educated person!

Mr SKIDMORE: If ever we needed an
educated person to put forward the point
of view of a Minister, we certainly do here,
because I have never heard such ridiculous
nonsense as that which poured out of the
mouth of the Minister tonight. Of course
the Minister is aided and abetted by the
present Minister for Agriculture who has
just started cackling merrily although he
does not even know what I am going to
say.

Mr Cowan: Do you know what you are
going to say?

Mr Old: It will be funny, whatever you
say.

Mr SKIDMORE: I certainly know what
I 2m going to say. I raise the matter of
the numbers game that the Minister used
in regard to the House of Representatives.
He cited all sorts of figures which roughly
equate to this: there are about 50 per
cent more members In the House of Re-
presentatives than in this Assembly and
there are about 50 per cent more senators
than Legislative Councillors in this State.
Big deal! Pull marks! That 1s powerful
stuff and we should have more of it. What
does it all mean? In essence the Minister
said that because those members fly back-
wards and forwards to Canberra and stay
for only a few days, they have to have
committees.
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As 1 understand it, the committees con-
sist of members, They are the people
who after the Parliament has risen stay
back for weekend after weekend and day
after day to make responsible contribu-~
tions to the running of this country. From
what the Minister said one would almost
suppose that other people were going to
sit on the committees, that lawyers or
solicitors sat on the committees. Cer-
tainly they are called in but basically the
committees are run by the members, They
are the Parliament, they are part of the
system; they are not divorced from it. The
members do not leave Canberra and leave
the commitees to operate. 'The Minister
knows that as well as I do.

If he did not know, he does now because
I have told him. In answer to the mem-
ber for Merredin-Yilgarn, that is what I
was going to say and I think it is a valid
point. I do not think members can quayrel
with it hecause that is precisely what
takes place.

When we talk about committees we are
not talking about party committees. We
have a very good education committee but
that is not the totality of our party’s
search for knowledge. The Minister said
that he can always give advice to us if
we seek answers to questions on education,

I wanted to go a Uttle further than that
and to educate myself with regard to the
Partridge report which was a very far-
reaching report on where education is
heading, particularly in regard to colleges
of advanced education, tertiary institutions
and the like. Again for the Minister’s
information, I bothered to become a dele-
gate from the Mt. Lawley College of Ad-
vanced Education at a State conference
which was held in Bunbury. The theme
of the seminar was post-secondary educa-
tion in Western Australla and it was run
by the Australian College of Education,
Western Australian Chapter. There were
many fine speakers on that oecasion. The
main speakers were those people who could
obviously make a great contribution on
the question of education. The first ses-
sion was introduced by a Dr A. N. Stewart
and all other speakers are noted for their
experilse in education.

What did the seminar achieve? I have
spoken about this in this place on a pre-
vious occasion. It provoked a great degree
of thinking amongst people who went
there. No finality arose out of it and there
were no massive recommendations as to
what educators should do, but it was
thought provoking. It allowed each of us
to ask ourselves, on analysing the seminar,
“What have I achieved in this regard?
What have I been provoked into thinking
about education?”

I might say that I made my small con-
tribution. I was always a little hesitant,
having achieved only a junior standard of
education, of speaking at a seminar where
I was surrounded by people with degrees
in all sorts of subjects such as science,

[ASSEMELY]

mathematics and economics. With the
temerlty of one who felt that if he did not
speak he had falled in the exercise of
attending the seminar, I did say a few
words which would have taken perhaps
two or three minutes.

Mr Watt; Did you hold your own?

Mr SKIDMORE: I do not know that
I had to hold my own. I do not really
know that it was my intention to be able
to out-speak anybody else. I went along
and listened. If the member for Albany
had half as much fortitude as I had to
become educated he might have gone along
and been educated also. On looking
through the attendance list I would imag-
ine his name would be notable by its
absence.

Mr Blaikie interjected.

Mr SKIDMORE: The member who has
just interjected is one of those people who
is so thoroughly educated that he does
not wish to enlighten himself about what
is going on in the community! He would
be one of those who would accept that a
parliamentary standing committee on
education has nothing to offer. The
brains of the honourable member are
about as addled as the scrambled eggs
served t0 me in the morning. All the
interjections from members opposite indi-
cate their complete lack of understanding
of the motion hefore us. Their very
behaviour reveals a degree of irresponsi-
bility in respect of education.

It is lamentable that when the Minister
got up to speak on this motion he said
that members on the Government cside
could form a valid opinion on education
and that he got inane utterances from
members on this side. I hope members
who congider themselves qualified to speak
on this subject will loock at their contri-
butions in Hansard. They should remem-
ber that their contributions in the record
will stand for all time for people to lock
at. In fact, their contribuiions to this
dehate have been as puerile as their aother
contributions usually are.

Mr Sibson: The education seminar held
in Bunbury was a very good one.

Mr SKIDMORE: I agree. I was con-
cerned about the possibility of the recom-
mendations in the Partridge report being
adopted to remove from the teachers’ col-
leges their autonomy. Under that report
Churchlands and Mt Lawley zare men-
tloned, and Graylands is to be phased out,
and a new college is to be built south of
the river. I felt it was a great tragedy
that the autonomy of the colleges should
be challenged after having experienced
such a short gestation period along that
line of thinking. This was a rather revol-
utionary change in the educatlon scene,
deslgned to give the c¢pportunity to mem-
hers of the community to particlpate In
the activitles of colleges of educatlon.
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I am not the only one who shares the
disregard for the old system as it oper-
ated. It was a narrow-minded, parochial
attitude of the educators who had grown
up under a system that was insular. They
did not really grasp the problems within
education that the community wanted to
have resolved; I am not talking so much
about the teachers or educators, but what
the members of the community wanted.

Some alarm was expresed by the Aus-
tralian Teachers' Pederation Conference on
the question of education in schools and
other institutions. That conference pre-
pared 12 recommendations on the question
of community involvement in education.
Por members who wish to become know-
ledgeable of what the Australian Teachers’
Federation Conference of 1976 felt about
this matter, I suggest they procure from
the Teachers' Union a copy of The Western
Teacher of Thursday, the 1st April, 1976.
It contzins an evaluation of pre-school
centres. What did the conference say
about community involvement on the ques-
tlon of education? In a report in that
publication the conference made the fol-
lowing recommendation—

1. That ATF, recognising that the
involvement of the community in
the school is best achleved by an
evolutionary process which allows
for differing individual needs to
be catered for, therefore recom-
mends to affiliates that they as-
sume a leadership role in stimulat-
ing moves for community involve-
ment.

I think it is & very good recommendation,
and I believe s8]l the people support it.

What does it need to make it really
effective? How will we obtain the objec-
tivity in the very worth-while ideals con-
tained in the first recommendation? One
cannot achieve that in this Parliament,
because the system does not allow us to
debate this matter in full. I as a member
have 45 minutes to speak to the second
reading of a Bill in the House, and in the
Committee stage I am allowed a tfotal
of 40 minutes. TUnless I am the lead
speaker in a debate I am lmited in my
effort to put forward a point of view that
is valid and that makes sense—one that
will be readily understood by people out-
side. We are not allowed sufficlent leave
to be that objective.

Looking at the other questions that have
been raised, there is an obvious need for &
committee system to evaluate the 12 re-
commendations of the Australian Teachers'
Federation. I have quoted only the first
recommendation which is very far-reach-
ing in its intent. 'There are others. For
instance, recommendation No. 5 on com-
munity involvement is as ifollows—

5. That ATF recommend to teachers
that, as they assume greater con-
trol over the educational policies
of their schools, they consult more

61
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closely with parent and commun-
ity groups, and seek to Involve
them in the formulation of educa-
fii;nal policy in an advisory capac-

Again that is very thought provoking. I,
as a legislator, consider there is something
remiss in education, and we seem to have
missed the boat.

How do we effect a change? We have
followed the narrow ways of the past
operating under a system which is Impoes-
sible to understand. This ig set out in
the Education Act. Even the educators
are alarmed at the number of regulations
that have been formulated. We on this
side of the House say that the education
system should bhe evaluated—a system
which contains faults and disadvantages.
All the Minister can say to us is, “You
do not know what you are talking about.
It is & system we have operated under
effectively, because as members of Parlia-
ment we have been successful,” I say
that if success is what we find in the
present educational system then heaven
help us in the future if we are not pre-
pared to broaden our horizons on the
subject of education.

The ATF conference expressed the view
that the professional needs of beginning
teachers mey be stated as—

1. The need@ to develop self con-
fidence.
2. The need to develop self aware-
ness.
The need to develop competence.
The ability to motivate students.

The ability to develop discipline
among students.
The ability to maintain staff re-
lationships.
The ability to evaluate student
DroBress.

8. The abllity to refine curriculum

and to develop syllabus.

It also states that beginning teachers are
accepted as professionals by their school
colleagues and are an integral part of their
teaching team, ete

What does it all mean? It means we
are faclng a very big problem of frying
to understand the existing education sys-
tem. In this House where all the oppor-
tunity we get is to express our views in
the second reading debate when the Edu-
cation Act is being amended we are imited.
We do not understand what the Act or
the system Is all about. We are not able
to reach the people.

I have gone out of my way to make
myself knowledgeable on education mat-
ters, and my contributions worth while
in this field. I find myself unable to
agree that the argument put up by the
Minister tonight against the appointment
of a standing committee on education was
really valid, or conducive to overcoming

oW
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the existing educational problem. In fact,
in kindness to the Minister I would say
he was ill-prepared for his contribution
to the debate and he did not know very
much about what he should say. All he did
was to attack the member for Morley who
moved the motion, and he attacked him
by saying that the member for Morley
denigrated the Westminster system of
government. That was the greatest con-
tribution the Minister could meke in res-
sponse to the moticon moved by the mem-
ber for Morley.

I find that the matters raised in the
Partridge report are of far-reaching im-
portance. It is not just a matter of the
colleges of advanced education that are
under consideration; it is also the taking
away of technical education from the edu-
cation scene itself, In other words it is
proposed that the technical edueation divi-
slon will have its own autonomy free from
control by the Minister for Education.
This is a good thing,

I now come back to the point that
earlier I sald I would raise concerning a
field of endeavour ln education which I
believe I am pretty well equipped to under-
take; that is, the fleld of technical educa-
tion. Mr J. J. Brady, my predecessor for
many years, was an exceptional member
on the committee of the Midland Tech-
nical School. Without question his con-
tribution was tremendous because he gave
a conslderable amount not oniy of per-
sonal support, but also by way of rewards
to students at the end of terms and
courses, He supplied a perpetual trophy
and other trophies as well.

When I became the new member for
Swan the Midland Technical School saw
fit to appoint me to the committee, 1
conceded that it was an honour because
I had heen one of the members who had
attended a meeting when Mr Ward, who
was then with the State Department of
Labour, discussed with the trade union
movement the establishment of appren-
ticeship training. This occurred many years
ago, as the Minister would recall. I was
on the council which formulated the early
policy for the apprenticeship training. I
thought I could make a contribution to
the technical school not only by helping
the students with their studies, but also
in my humble way by imparting some of
the knowledge I have.

Mr Thompson: When did the technical
school start?

Mr SEIDMORE: I do not know, but
it was a considerable time ago.

What is the present situation with re-
gard to the committee? I will not dwell
on the subject at this time; I merely raise
it to indicate to the House, and particul-
arly to the Minister, what a legislator was
told when he attempted to make a contri-
bution to the technical education scene.

{ASSEMBLY]

A Hst was sent to the Minister contain-
ing the names of those it was felt would
make & worth-while contribution to the
advisory committee of the Midland Tech-
nical School for appointment by the Min-
Ister. A letter was sent by Mr Lynch,
the princlpal of the technical school, to
me, and reads as follows—

Dear Mr Skidmore,

The Hon. Minister for Education has
rejected the nominations of Mr J.
Skidmore, M.L.A., and the Hon. Lyla
Elliott, ML.C., for continued mem-
bership of the Midland Technical
School Advisory Commlittee.

The membership is now as lsted
on the attached letter from the Direc-
tor of Technical Education.

My whole life has been dedicated to the
technical scene in an endeavour to assist
apprentices and others in the technical
world in order that they might be able
to obtain a good job. My dedication would
be difficult to better, but I was brutally
removed from the commitiee simply be-
cause the Minister for Education and I
fell out over an issue concerning a person
in Busselton. It was purely a politlcal
move. I was held to ransom because I had
raised an issue which was substantially
truthful. Yet the Minister says that we
do not know what we are talking about.

The question I raise on this issue is
simplicity itself. I am unable to accept
the Minister’s advice that as a legislator
I am able to obtaln the assistance and
guldance of the Minister for Education.

Mr Grayden: You have all the facilities
these days to obtain information. A few
yvears ago you had no offices. Now you
have an office and a research cenfre and
you can get all the infermation you need.
You do not need the services of a stand-
ing committee. Once upon & time, yes;
but not now.

Mr SKIDMORE: I accept what the Min-
ister has said. I do not quarrel with it.
I do have the facilities, and I use them.
I obtain the assistance of the research
officer quite often. What I am saying is
that the Minister said because we are
legislators we should become knowledge-
able and assist education. I endeavour
to do just that and, for my pains, I get
my neck chopped off. I am not allowed
to be a member of the committee. The
Minister said that I do not play my part.

Let us be fair dinkum. The step taken
to remove me from the committee was
purely a political stunt, To glve further
proof of my statement, let me remind
members that provision s made for 15
members on the commiftee and the sug-
gested list of nominees contalned no more
than 15 names, and Included those of
Miss ElHott and myself.

However the committee at present com-
prises only 10 members, one of whom is
the member for Mundaring but not myself
or Miss Elllott.
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Mr Grayden: Why were you appointed
In the first place?

Mr SKIDMORE: In answer to that query
I would say that I like to believe that
the committee feit I could make a con-
tribution to it on several counts, I was
asked about the sltuation and I said I
belleved I could help. I am a licensed
electriclan with the necessary SEC licence
as a fitter and instalier. I have been con-
cerned with the apprenticeship scene for
15 years in the trade union movement. I
have been on four boards which dealt with
apprenticeships in a wide field of endeav-
our; that is, pastry cooking, baking, elec-
trical fitting, and electrical installing. I
believe that in these clrcumstances I have
the knowledge to enable me to make a
worth-while contribution. I was interested
in the establishment of a separate council
to run the affairs of apprentices. Such
a council was established a few Yyears ago
and my name is Included among those who
submitted their proposals.

With all humility I would suggest that
these were the reasons the committee felt
I could assist in some way in the educa-
tion of these people. I am quite sure that
Mr Lynch and others would have been
aware of the situation.

Is it not passing strange that when
I was appointed to the committee, the
appointment was approved by the Min-
tster for Education at that time, and I
do not think there has been a change of
Minister since that time? Consequently I
am somewhat surprised that I have not
been acecepied on this occasion.

Mr Grayden: You do noet know the rea-
son you were not reappointed?

Mr SKIDMORE: That raises an issue
I will take up with the Minister at another
time. I will not delve into it now because
that concerns a different matter al-
together.

In the short time available to me I can
say with a degree of surety that the gym-
nastic verbosity—if I can put it that way—
of the Minister representing the Minister
for Education is similar to that of the
clown who dances in the circus ring. The
Minister displayed his usual performance
in such a manner as to suggest that he
has a great comradeship with us ang is
really concerned, but all the time he is
saying nothing whatever about the issue
before the House. He is a past master at
this sort of behaviour,

Tonight's example was a classic and his
contribution should go down as a remark-
able performance of & Minister saying
nothing in a short time, but denigrating a
legislator who has sought {o make & worth-
while contribution to education in this
State.

I simply conclude by saying that in fair-
ness to the education system and to those
members of Parliament who take an in-
terest in the education scheme we should
have a standing committee. It would be
a wonderful contribution that we in the
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27th Parliament could make to the educa-
tion scene in Western Australia. I there-
fore commend the motion to the House.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) £10.10 pm.l:
I enter this debate to illusirate the absolute
hypocrisy again displayed by the Minister
for Labour and Industry-—who is also the
member for South Perth. He displayed
the same attitude last week during another
debate and tonight we have seen the same
sort of hypocrisy and humbug to which
we are becoming accustomed in this House.
The attitude of the Minister absolutely
astounds me and other members in this
place.

The whole of the argument presented
by the Minister for Labour and Industry
tonight was that it was not necessary to
have any sort of standing committee on
education because membpers were able to
find out what was happening for them-
selves. If members wanted to organise
political standing committees associated
with thelr own parties they could do so
and find out exactly what was happening.

I want to refer back to 1957 when the
memhber for South Perth moved for the
appointment of a Select Committee in
order to obtain some information.

Mr Grayden: Goodness gracious me,

Mr HARMAN: He wanted to find out
what was happening to the Aborigines in
Western Australia.

Mr Grayden: Go back 20 years to ascer-
tain that!

Mr HARMAN: What has changed in 20
yvears?

Mr Grayden: You are talking about the
appointment of a standing committiee, not
a Select Committee.

Mr HARMAN: In 1957 the member for
South Perth moved for the appointment
of a Select Committee to inquire into the
plight of Aborigines in Western Australia.

Sir Charles Court: It was a once only
inquiry; it was not a standing committee.

Mr HARMAN: There have been many
inguiries since then.

Sir Charles Court: It was not a standing
committee.

Mr HARMAN: It means the same thing.

Sir Charles Court: That does not be-
come you.

Mr HARMAN: What is the difference
between the two ty¥pes of commitiee?

Sir Charles Court: A standing committee
continues all the time.

Mr HARMAN: And a Select Committee?

Sir Charles Court: A Select Committee
deals with a specific subject and then
reports to Parliament,

Mr HARMAN: Would the Premier be
in favour of a Select Committee or an
alternative?
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Sir Charles Court: It would depend on
the reason for its appointment.

Mr HARMAN: The Premier has never
supported any moticn put foerward by the
Opposition since I have been in this Par-
liament.

Sir Charles Crurt: You want to be
careful and not go back over a period of
23 years.

Mr HARMAN: I know where the Pre-
mier stands. He does not want members
of Parliament inquiring into the activities
of this Government.

Sir Charles Court: It does not worry
me at all; I do not want to see people
wasting their time.

Mr HARMAN: The Premier would like
the people not to be informed.

Sir Charles Court: Whose fault is that?

Mr HARMAN: It is the fault of the
Premier,

Sir Charles Court: Do you want me to
hold classes on Saturday mornings?

Mr HARMAN: The Liberal Party in Vic-
toria has standing committees on at least
six facets of Government administration
In that State.

Sir Charles Court: Perhaps we should
have schooal classes on Mondays and Fri-
days!

Mr HARMAN: The Premier does not
want the members of this Parliament to
form a committee to inguire into adminis-
trative matters. However, I do not want
to be sidetracked.

The second point raised by the Minister
for Labour and Industry tonight was that
he belleved members of Parliament could
form themselves into committees within
their own political parties and make ap-
propriate inguiries, I want to quote what
the member for South Perth sald in 1957
about that sort of approach. On the 23rd
October, 1957, at page 2473 of Hanserd
the member for South Perth is reported
as saying—

Members of political parties will not
have the task of estimating what is
required, because they are always
politically suspect, no matter what
they do.

Mr Grayden: Goodness gracious me,

Mr HARMAN: The Minister has argued
tonight that standing committees within
political parties should be able to make
any necessary investigations, but in 1957
he said that inquiries made by political
parties would always be suspect.

Mr Grayden: In certain instances that
would be the case.

Mr HARMAN: That would apply now.
If we set up a committee within a political
party, to make inquiries, that would be
interpreted as being suspect.

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr Grayden: Any decision arrived at
could be puf to the House for its approval.

Mr HARMAN: It would be a far better
proposition to have & standing committee
comprising representatives of the political
parties in this Chamber. We have had
some very good examples of parliamentary
Seleet Committees and I refer particularly
to one which inquired inte hire-purchase
legislation in this State some years ago.
That committee comprised members of
Parliament from hoth sides of this House
and it brought forward a number of re-
commendations which were presented to
the Government. The Tonkin Labor Gov-
ernment acted upon those Tecommenda-
tions very soon after receiving the report
of the Select Committee.

Mr May: We also had a very good beef
committee!

Mr HARMAN: As a result of the com-
mittee which inquired into hire purchase
we were able to make a number of changes
to our consumer credit legislation well
ahead of similar changes still being con-
templated by the other States. That was
as the result of the work of a Select Com-
mittee.

The objective of a standing committee
is that the members of Parliament com-
prising it would meet regularly and would
be able to take evidence from dJdepart-
mental officers, people within the com-
munity, and people with particular pro-
positions which they wanted to place be-
fore the Government, A committee would
be able to examine such representations
and make recommendations to the Gov-
ernment. To me, that represents some
sort of participation by all the people in
the community.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Hear, hear!

Mr HARMAN: The appointment of
standing committees would mean that
instead of the Government dictating to the
pecople, as the present Government does,
the people would have an cepportunity to
present their points of view. That oppor-
tunity should he extended to the people
in any democracy—which we do not seem
to have at present. The opbortunity for
the people to present their views is not
available at the present time in this State
despite the fact that in some of the more
enlightened States of Australia—and cer-
tainly in the States of Canada—there are
standing committees which enable the
people to participate in the decision-
making process. However, that principle
is absolutely abhorrent to the Liberal
Party in this State and the Liberal Party
of Australia,

The Minister for Labour and Industry
has said that the Government does nhot
want to have anything t0 do with parlia-
mentary standing committees. He said the
Government does not want people to be
involved in government, and have an
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opportunity to put their points of view to
parliamentary standing committees. He
believes the Government is doing every-
thing possible and should not be subjected
to any sort of criticism or have to accept
any other point of view.

The Minister for Labour and Industry
really made the position clear tonight. In
1957 he moved for the appoinitment of a
Select Committee which is really the same
as a standing committee. The principle
js the same. People are provided with
an opportunity to come forward and pre-
sent their points of view to a parliament-
ary committee. He argued for the
appointment of a committee in 1957
because he helieved then that committees
within political parties would not be seen
to be real committees without bias in the
reports they brought down.

Mr Grayden: You do not understand the
difference between a Select Committee and
a standing committee.

Mr HARMAN: We have previously seen
examples of the hypoerisy of the Minister
for Labour and Industry. We have seen
them again tonight and 1 am sure we will
see them again in the future.

MR MOILER (Mundaring) [10.20 p.m.]:
In the policy presented by the Premier
prior to the last election he said-—

Education is the constitutional
responsibility of the State Govern-
ment,

I assume the State Government includes
all the members sitting on the back
benches on the Government side of the
House; not only the Premier and the 11
yes-men with whom he has surrounded
himself, but every member on the Govern-
ment side of the House. If, as in every
session of this Parliament, they continue
to sit there dumbly, accepling what the
Premier is prepared to give them—

Mr Thompson: How many speeches did
you make between 1971 and 1974?

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Many more than you
have made during this Parliament,

Mr May: And on his feet, too.

Mr MOQILER: I have not made so many
speeches on this side of the House as the
honourable member wheo has interjected
made when he was on this side of the
House. He made many speeches and many
obviously ridiculous statements at that
time, but since he has been on the Gov-
ernment benches he has become com-
pletely dumb.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: In the last Parlia-
ment the member for Mundaring was a
member of such a committee.

Mr MOILER: During the term of the
Tankin Government I was a member of
a committee formed by that Government
to study the possibility of establishing
standing committees for this Parlisment,
and the committee’s majority decision to
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establish standing committees was sup-
ported by all members of the Government
at that time. It was members of the
Opposition whose minority vote was
against the establishment of such com-
mittees.

Mr Stephens: Had the Government
made a decision on it?

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It was presented {wo
months hefore the Parliament rose. Come
up wiih something better than that. And
that Parlilament sat longer hours than
this Parllament does.

Mr MOILER: The only contribution
members on the back benches on the Gov-
ernment side are allowed to make in this
Parliament is by way of interjection,
They are not allowed to stand up and
make a confribution to a debate.

Mr A, R. Tonkin: All they do is snipe.

Mr MOILER: Their very muteness and
silence makes the Premier look what he
is.

Mr Sibson: A great man.

Mr MCILER: It is the very people of
his party surrounding the Premier who
make him look what he is.

Mr Blaikie: We have all been elevated.

Mr MOILER: The motion moved by
the member for Morley calls for the estab-
lishment of a standing committee on edu-
cation, not only to help us strive for a
better educational system in the State
but alsop in order that members ¢f Par-
liament may be better informed and may
ensure that education for the henefit of
students throughout the State is being
achieved in the best possible way with-
out any political influence being brought
to bear on the decisions of the department
for political purposes only, in the hope
of benefiting in some way the party which
is in Government.

I will give an illustration of the state-
ments which are being made by the Min-
ister for Education—not the Minister in
this place who ftries to cover for the
actions of the Minister for Education.
Some 12 months age when attending the
Eastern Hills High School the Minister
for Education made the statement that
the facilities there were very much hetter
than the facilities which existe@ when he
was going to school and for that reason
they must be acceptable. That is an ex-
ample of the mentality of the gentleman
this Government has appointed as Minis-
ter for Education; a man who is a laugh-
ing stock among the education fraternity.

Mr Grayden: The contrary is the case,

of course. He is extraordinarily highly
regarded throughout the education system.

Mr May: Another ease of hypocrisy.

Mr MOILER: He is recognised un-
doubtedly as having a thick hide and a
thick head.
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Mr Nanovich: Have you ever spoken to
him personally and told him that?

Mr MOILER: Not only have I told him
but I have also put it in writing that I
believe he would sink to the very depths
for political purposes, to the detriment of
children attending schools in this State.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is a disgrace and
a shame,

Mr MOILER: I have here a Darlington
P & C Associatlon parent newsietter dated
the 9th August, 1976, which demonstrates
the political influence which the present
Minister can bring to bear on a school
policy, Children from the Darlington
School at present attend the Eastern Hills
High School, which was upgraded to a
five-year high school two years ago for the
sole purpose, as announced by the Min-
ister, of o¢bviating the necessity to go
ehead with the development of the Swan
View High School. The newsletter from the
Darlington P & C Association reads—

High School Intake:

A news item in last Thursday’s
‘Darling Advertlser’ stated that
children from Darlington, Glen Forrest
and Helena Valley areas will now be
allowed to attend the new Swan View
High School.

That high school is being developed some
three years later than a Labor Govern-
ment would have developed it. The news-
letter goes on—

A letter has subsequently been
received from Mr, Gordon Masters,
M.L.C. regarding the matter. The text
of this letter reads:

“pParents of children attending the
Darlington Primary School and Glen
Farrest Primary School have ap-
proached me expressing concern that
pupils ex Year 7 would not be able to
attend the new 8Swan View High
School upen its completion, and would
have to travel long distances to the
Eastern Hills High School.

Incidentally, they have been doing that
for 15 years or more.

Mr Thompson: And incidentally, you
said it was unfair for them to have to go
to Swan View.

Mr MOILER: If I should attempt to
sit down before I clarify that point, I
hope the honourable member will remind
me of it. I wil]l explain where I stand, and
my explanation will serve only to show the
deprading depths to which the honourable
memher and the Minlster will go for
political purposes, while disregarding the
interests of school children.

; l\gr May: You might get him up on his
eet.

Mr MOILER: Not hefore he checks with
the Premier first, I am sure of that.

(ASSEMBLY]

This is the paragraph I would like mem-
bers to take note of, and I point out that
the “I” referred to s Mr Masters. It
reads—

I made representation to the Minis-
ter for Education, the Hon. G. C.
MacKinnon, MLC, who has advised
that the decislon has been taken that
puplls ex Year 7 from your school—
I interpolate here to say that “your school”
refers to the Darlington Primary School.
The paragraph continues—
—will be directed to attend Swan
View High School from 1977.

This decislon was made on nothing more
than the sapproach of the member for
Kalamunda and the member for West
Province who expressed the view of an
absolute minority of the people living in
the area,

Mr Thompson: You should have checked
the ocutcome of that survey before you
started hleating.

Mr MOILER: That is quite all right. On
the approach of these two members of
Parliament, the Minister, without check-
ing with the WA Councll of State School
Organisations—representing all parents
and citizens’ associations—and without
any reference to the parents and citizens’
assoclations of the area, made a decision
and Instructed his department that child-
ren from Glen Forrest and Darlington
wetl;e to be directed to the Swan View High
School.

Mr May: Shame!

Mr SPEAKER: Will the member relate
this to the motion?

Mr MOILER: Yes, Mr Speaker, I intend
to relate this to the motion because I
belleve a standing comrnittee would study
such matters and Ministers would not be
prepared to take actlon detrimental to the
wish of the department,

Mr Thompson: The committee would be
set up to declde where the boundaries
should go between high schools.

Mr Davies: What about making your
speech later?

Mr MOILER: The Minister would then
act responsibly. I suggest that if we had
a standing committee on education, it
would be an influence to prevent future
Governments from using, for political pur-
poses, students and schools to the detri-
ment of the children.

In his policy speech the Premier used
the phrase, “community involvement in
the development of schools.” The present
Minister for Education has used this
phrase alsp. Where was the community
involvement in the issue I have just raised?
No community group advised the member
for Kalamunda or the member for West
Province that it would be better for the
children from Darlington and Glen For-
rest to go to the Swan View High Schaol
The Minister did not seek the view of
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the community. He did not circularise the
parents and say, “Where would you like
your children to go?”

There was ng community involvement
in the establishment of the Swan View
High School which these children will be
attending and to which the Minister is
directing them. Once the school is built
the community w#ill be told that, with the
agreement of the headmaster or principal
of the school, they will be allowed to use
certaln facilities. However, this has been
the case for many years. The parents
were not asked about the facilities they
thought should be provided in the area.
This {s another Instance of the Premier
and his Ministers uttering phrases which
sound very nice but on which we never
see any action.

I believe a standing committee on edu-
cation would be an excellent move. Such
a committee could study the area of con-
flict which has arisen in regard to pre-
primary and pre-school centres.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: They would not want
that!

Mr MOILER: Why should it be that
the parents of children attending pre-
school centres where they have direct
contact and direct influence on policy are
required to pay fees whereas the parents
who have accepted the bribe put up by this
Government of free pre-primary education
are not required to pay fees? I think a
committee could look at this matter to see
whether there is any good reason for the
parents of a five-year-old child attending
a pre-school centre to have to pay fees
while the parents of a child attending a
pre-primary centre need not.

Mr Rushton: You should understand
that position without having a committee.
Surely you can understand that situation.

Mr MOILER: No I cannot. Can the
Minister explain to me why his Govern-
ment is continuing such a situation?

Mr Rushton: You can read—surely you
can understand it.

Mr Thompson: You speech could infilu-
ence a vote against the proposition.

Mr MOILER: I hope at election time
these two interjectors will come forward
and explain to the parents of all children
attending pre-schools why it is that be-
cause parents wish to retain some involve-
ment in the education of their children
th%y should be penalised by having to pay
a fee.

Finally, I would like to add some re-
marks to those made by the member for
Swan in his very understandable outburst
agalnst the Minister. The member for
S8wan and the member for the North-East
Metropolitan Province were removed from
the Midland Technical School Committee.
This was a shocking act. Over the past
three or four years that I have been a
member of it I would say the committee
meets on an average of three times g year.
It has done a remarkably good job for
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the school concerned, and I think the
members to whom I have referred have
attended at those meetings as frequently
as any cther members of the commitice.
Since he was appointed, and to the best
»f my knowledge, the member for Swan
has attended every meeting; and I think
the obvious reason for his dismissal from’
the committee 1s that he is a member of
the Opposition party in this Parliament,

As he has stated, the school is entitled
to a committee of 15 members. The com-
mittee is now composed of fewer than 15
members and it does not appear that there
are other people capable and willing to
serve the community in the way the hon-
ourable member has done, However, the
Minister saw fit to remove both Lahor
members of Parliament from the com-
mittee. As I have said hefore and I will
say again, this demonstrates the depths to
which this Minister will sink. )
: l\gr Watt: Did you say you were on it
00

Mr MOILER: I am on it.
Mr Watt: Did they leave you on it?

l'}\/Ir MOILER: Yes, and I cannot imagine
why,

Mr Watt: Does not that defeat your
argument that the Minister wanted to get
rid of Lahor politiclans?

Mr Skidmore; That was not the reason
he got rid of me—it was one of the rea-
so:t'fss. The Minister happens to hate my
guts.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Mundaring.

Mr MOILER: Possibly the Minister con-
slders I am the most ineffective member of
the committee. Whether or not that is
the case does not particularly perturb me,
because whilst the Minister may not have
a great impression of me, I can assure
him the feeling 1s mutual.

Mr Jamieson: The Minister thought he
got rid of the only woman on the com-
mittee, but he didn't know the councillor
happened to be a woman. He addressed
a letter to her as “Mr So-and-so”; that
is all he knew about it.

Mr MOILER: That is entirely right. The
point is that there was no need to remove
the two members. The committee sent
a list of recommended members to the
Minister, and the Minister removed two
members even though the number allowed
under the Act had not been met.

Those are just a few of the polnts a
standing committee could study, along with
hundreds of other issues that arise in the
matter of education. Along with the Pre-
mier, I belleve that education is the con-
stitutional right of everyone. We should
ensure that every child has the opportunity
to avail himself of the greatest amount of
education possible. Educational oppor-
tunitles should not depend on whether
the child happens to live in a Labor or a
Likeral-held electorate.
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It has been demonstrated time and time
again during the fterm of the present
Government that the Minister for Educa-
tion is prepared to disregard the best in-
terests of children for political purposes.
He will stoop to any depth. If a standing
committee is appointed I belleve it will re-
strict considerably the steps the Minister
might otherwise venture to take in such
matters, I certainly hope members op-
posite will support this motion, because
whilst they are In Government at the
moment they will not be there for long,
and such g standing committee would be
continued when Labor takes office in the
near future.

Mr Shalders: Hope springs eternal.

Mr MOILER: Then members opposite
would be able to have access to more in-
formation on education, and would be able
to be more deeply involved than they are
at the moment.

Mr Thompson: Before you sit down, tell
us how the Eastern Hills High Schoo]l has
suddenly moved closer to Darlington than
it was previously.

Mr MOILER: Thank you; I will. First
let me relate the history of this matter
since the Minister took office. Just prior
te this Government taking office the
Tonkin Government decided that the Swan
View Senior High School would bhe estab-
lished in the following year. It called
tenders, and spent $30000 on plans and
specifications for the school. Swan View
Senior High School was being established
because of the gross overcrowding at Gov-
ernor Stirling Senior High School. Imme-
diately the present Government came to
office moves were made to defer the Swan
View Senior High School and to develop
instead the Forrestfield High Schoocl, which
is in the electorate of the member for
Kalamunda.

Mr Thompson: They were to be con-
structed simultaneously.

Mr MOILER: That is right.

Mr Thompson: But tenders were about
50 per cent higher than was estimated.

Mr MOILER: The member is completely
right.

The SPEAKER.: Order! Will the member
reswune his seat. I am inclined to think
that the question asked by the member
for Kalamunda, which is being replied to
by the member for Mundaring, tends to
lead away from the central core of the
motion before the House. I was not quick
enouegh to pick up the interjection of the
member for Kalamunda. I ask the member
for Mundaring, in his reply to that inter-
jection, to try to be brief and, if possible,
to relate it to the subject before us.

Mr MOILER: Thank you, Sir; I will
endeavour to be brief and to relate it to
the motion. I believe what has occurred
—and what the Minister now proposes—
would not have occurred if there had
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been a standing commlittee on education.
The Eastern Hillis High School used to be
a three-year high school, but it was up-
graded to senjor status by adding fourth
and fifth years. Before that fourth and
fifth-year students went to Governor
Siirling.

The year in which the Eastern Hills
High School was extended to a fourth-year
high school was the year in which the
Forrestfield High School went ahead and
the Swan View Senior High School was
deferred. In that year an additional 60
children would have had to attend Gov-
ernor Stirling Senior High School, which
could not accommodate them; so the Swan
View Senior High School would have had
to be established. However, in order that
the balance could be welghted in favour
of Forrestfield High School—in a Liberal
electorate—the Eastern Hills High School
was, in name, upgraded to a senior high
school. It was called a senlor high school
and 60 children remained there with no
additlonal facilitles rather than attend
Governor Stirling High School and create
further overcrowding. Eastern Hills was
called a senior high school so that Gov-
ernor Stirling would not have to accom-
modate those children, and so that For-
restfield could go ahead while Swan View
was deferred.

Swan View has now been established. For
his own expediency, the Minister has de-
cided that the children who were com-
pelled to attend Eastern Hills in previous
years can now go to Swan View, so the
Eastern Hills High School can now be
downgraded.

Mr Thompson: Who said that?

Mr MOILER: It will be downgraded.

Mr Thompson: How was that worked
out?

Mr MOILER: Mr Speaker, I appreciate
your position, and I adyise I will be happy
to continue this discussion in the grievance
debate next Wednesday.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) (10.49
pm.]: I do not exactly share the view of
the member who has just resumed his
seat in relation to the Minister for Educa-
tion; nor do I share the views generally
expressed by the Minister for Labour and
Industry in this House. However, it is
fairly apparent to me that both the mem-
ber for Mundatring and the Minister for
Labour and Industry have scant regard
for the opinions of the Minister for Edu-
cation,

My reason for saying that is this: the
member for Morley moved a very succinct
motion. He took only about 20 minutes
to enunciate clearly the very valid rea-
sons that we should have the committee
system operating in this House far more
than it operates at the moment. He was
also at pain to support the system which
operates at Westminster and in other
countries.
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I am sure the Premier must be glad to
have the Minister for Labour and In-
dustry on his team, because he can say
the most outrageous things and have
people believe them. Unless someone is
able to stand and object, as was the case
on this occasion tonight, usually we find
that the Minister is quoted in the next
morning's newspaper, and something
which is not entirely true has been stated
as a fact, and is believed to be a fact
because it has come out of the mouth of
the Minister.

Mr Grayden: That is absolute nonsense.
It is a straightout lie, and you know it.

Withdrawal of remark

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the Min-
ister to withdraw the word “lie”.

Mr GRAYDEN: I am happy to with-
draw, Mr Speaker, but I would ask the
member to withdraw his remark,

The SPEAKER: Order! I just wish the
Minister to withdraw his remark. I have
ruled that the word '‘lie” is unparliament-
ary, and it must be withdrawn, no matter
who says it.

Mr GRAYDEN: I withdraw, but it is a
straightout untruth.

Debate Resumed

Mr DAVIES: Mr Speaker, if T had used
the word “lie” I would have withdrawn it.
I must admit that I could not hear the
interjection for the speaker—that is, my-
self. The point I was making is that ap-
parently hoth the Minister for Labour and
Industry and the member for Mundaring
have the same opinion of the Minister for
Education. The Minister for Labour and
Industry did not do the Minister for Edu-
cation the courtesy of referring to him the
content of the motion moved by the mem-
ber for Morley. That would have been
the kindest thing for him to do.

Mr Speaker, on occasions you have said
that we cannot ask questions of Ministers
representing Ministers in this House be-
cause they do not have the knowledge at
their fingertips and it is not fair for us
to suppose that they can reply to questions
because they are only acting in this place,

But that is exactly what has happened
tonight. The Minister for Labour and In-
dustry stood in his place and, probably
with the full approbation of the Govern-
ment—so far, he 1s the only speaker from
the Government side—he said, “We are
not interested in a standing committee on
education.” So, he is only treating the
Minister for Eduecation as a complete fool,
as apparently does the member for Mun-
daring, if he Is not prepared to take the
case to him and say, “Will you please
comment or, If you do not wish to com-
ment, will you please get one of your de-
partmental officers to comment?” Such
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an action 1s an affront to this House and
to the way the Parliament is supposed to
operate.

I hbelleve that even at this stage, the
Government should seek to adjourn the
debate and take the facts which have been
so succinctly and excellently put before
the House by the member for Morley to
the Minister for Education to obtaln his
views. Then, let us have a Minister in
this place who is prepared to deal with
fact, and not with pure fictlon as has
been the disgraceful exhibition once again
in this House tonight on the part of the
Minister for Labour and Industry.

There are very good reasons that we
should establish a standing committee on
education, and I do not intend to pursue
them all; at this late hour, I am sure
members know them as well as I. Of
course, whether or not one acknowledges
those reasons depends on which side of
the House one is sitting. I believe it be-
hoves us to ensure that the work we do
on behalf of the people of Western Aus-
tralia is examined as far as it is humanly
possible to do so. However, 1t 1s very dif-
ficult in many instances to make such an
examination. The member for Mundaring
related a particular case only a few mo-
ments ago. The Minister for Labour and
Industry says that it is quite easy to ob-
tain any information one wants from the
department or the Government, at any
time,

Let me quote a ecase in point which
makes a mockery of this statement. Since
about the end of 1972, there has heen a
move to sell the East Victoria Park Pri-
mary School site to a project developer.
I have asked a series of questions on the
matter which are contained in Hansard
for those members who wish to read them.
I have written to the Government. In
fact, I wrote letters on this subject when
I was a Minister, and I received replies
as to what was happening.

Mr Rushton: You should have known
atll abhout it. You were the one who held
it up.

Mr DAVIES: Since the change of Gov-
ernment, I have continued to seek infor-
mation on the project, and have been told
that the matter “has been shelved for the
time being”, is “being examined”, and is
“heing looked at’'. However, I can never
find out whether it is really the intention
of t.l}e Government to go on with the pro-
posal.

Quite recently, the site was sold for a
considerable sum., There was a great
flurry of excitement, with people running
about everywhere, Rumors were rife. In
June, I wrote to the Minister for Educa-
tion to ascertain the position. More ru-
mours came to me, so I telephoned the
Minister, but he was not available, I tele-
phoned him again, but he was in the
country.
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1 thought I would try his secretary, but
he was not avallable because he was fak-
ing the day off. I left a message and fin-
ally a reply came back fo me that the
matter “was under consideration”! That
is something I have heen told several
times since the end of 1972. I knew the
site had been sold, I knew who had pur-
chased it, and I knew the purchase price,
but no-one would tell me. Were they
not game to tell me, or did they not know
what was going on?

The Minister for Labour and Industry
says that we often see the Minister for
Education walking around the corridors of
this place. I ran into the Minister in the
corridors recently. He was just moving
into his tomato soup, and I had finished
mine. 1 asked the Minister what he knew
about the mattier, and whether the site
had been sold and he said, “Yes—no—I
am not sure—I think so—yes”!

Mr Rushton: It is a fine thing for you
to talk in this manner. You were the Min-
ister who delayed the proposal.

Mr Grayden: That 1s your story.

Mr DAVIES: That is exactly what I
said. The Minister for Urban Development
and Town Planning is getting all upset;
his hair is turning greyer and his face
is petting whiter. Mr Speaker, I can sece
that you are getting quite edgy about the
course the debate is taking so I will ignore
further interjections because even they are
not factual.

I finally established that afternoon that
the site had bheen sold but that the Public
Works Department had not signed the
contract. After something like three years
of trying to find out what was going on,
I still had to go to the back door to get
the answers to my questions. And even
then, there was a second letter waiting in
the Minister’s office for reply.

That is the kind of situation which
arises and which we are up against; it is
one of the very minor circumstances which
we would like to avoid. The House should
know just what is going on in the various
flelds. We have a Public Accounts Com-
mittee, which has done some very excellent
work, although I have not seen any re-
ports from it lately.

Mr Grayden: Most members know what
is going on; if you do not, that is your
fault.

Mr Rushton: This is lovely to hear; you
were the Minister responsible.

Mr DAVIES: I have just indicated to
the Minister how I endeavoured to obtain
the answers to my questions. Once again,
I hear the stuck record of the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning.
The Minister is gigeling like the young
girl he sometimes gives one the impression
of being, and if he wants to go on In this
manner, we will be glad to debate this
maeatter at any time, and place the files on
the Table of the House.
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The fact remains that I have quoted a
specific case where I had the greatest diffi-
culty in obtaining answers. Time was
wasted when it need not have been, hecause
the Government did not want to release
the information, probably because it did
not want a row on its hands from the
parents of students at the East Victoria
Park Primary School. It was only after
the matter was a fait accompli that a
meeting was called with the parents to
inform them of something they should
have known long before.

I took all steps possible and open to me
to find the answers to my questions. I
asked the Minister for Labour and Indus-
try, 1 asked the Minister for Education,
and I wrote to the Minister for Education.
I cannot do very much more than that.
One would have expected some kind of
response.

As 1 said, the Public Accounts Committee
has done some excellent work and there
is no reason that a standing committee on
education or even on other matbers such
as health, or the environment should not
work very effectively. There are people
who are prepared to work on these com-
mittees and investigate the various aspects
that are worrying them.

Does the Government believe in sharing
its responsibilities? I believe it does only
when it suits it. Por example, within the
primary and secondary schools the Gov-
ernment now is encouraging the estab-
lishment of committees to deal with the
running of the schools. Probably, this is
a policy of divide and conquer. When there
are a lot of little committees everywhere,
the Government does not have t¢ worry
too much about them getting together and
being a force.

A standing committee on education
could tell the Government when 1t thought
it was doing something wrong; and this is
all we want it to do. We could refer to
the committee anything about which we
are worried or about which we cannot get
information. This is exactly what happens
with regard to the Public Accounts Com-
mittee. We can refer a matter to it and the
committee can decide whether it will in.
vestigate it. If the commitiee does not de-
clde to investigate, the matter can be
brought back and we can find out the
reasons for the committee’s declsion.

This matter concerns only the distribu-
tion of information. We do not want te
dictate to such committees. We do not
want to do any more than educate our-
selves, We know that the Government is
afraid to establish these committees be-
cause there might be too many searching
inquiries.

It is true that some members might find
it difficult to sit on committees. No-one
will be forced to take a seat on such a com-
mittee. Anyone who was oh the committee
would have to cut down the number of
consulting hours spent In the office, but
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the fact remains that there are people
who are interested enough and who are
prepared to do it, especially when they
have a speciallsed knowledge of and
interest in a particular subject. Are we not
entitled to that? That is all I am asking,

I congratulate the member for Moriey
on the way he introduced the motion. The
Minister for Labour and Industry derided
him for not taking long enough to do it.
The same man has derided the member
for Morley because he has taken too long
to introduce a motion. There was not &
wasted word In this House until the Min-
ister for Labour and Industry spoke. I
congratulate and support the member for
Morley.

Debate adjourned, on motion hy Mr
Carr,

House adjourned at 11.02 p.m.

Legislative Assembly

Thursday, the 12th August, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): For
the information of the House I have to
advise that questions will be taken at a
later stage of the sitting.

Harman, and

a first time.

VETERINARY ARATIONS AND
ANIMAL FEE STUFFS BILL
Second Reading
MR OLD (Katanding—Minister for

Agriculture) [2.24 pm.): I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Since 1953, all veterinary medicines avall-
able for open sale to the general public
have had to be registered under the
provistons of the Veterinary Medicines Act.
This Act lays down conditions goverming
the registration of such products in respect
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of labelling, conformation to stated for-
mulation, sale, description, and storage.
The Act also provides for an advisory com-
mittee to consider the acceptability of pro-
ducts for which registration is sought.

The registration of feeding stuffs for
sale as stoeck food under the provisions of
the Feeding Stuffs Act dates back to 1928.
This Act enables standards to he set in
relation to the composition of stock foods
offered for sale, and lays down require-
ments for chemical analyses, registration,
labelling, and sale of feeding stuffs. It
also provides for Inspectors to enforce the
requirements of the Act.

These two Acts have in the main operated
independently although interactions have
become increasingly frequent in recent
vears; and as some veterinary medicines
are also used as feed additives, primary
dealers have had no option hut to register
such products under both Acts. This chang-
ing situation was the basis of the initial
impetus that led to the proposal to amal-
gamate the two Acts.

The Bill provides therefore for—

The repeal of the Veterinary
Medicines Act, 18563-1963, and the
Feeding Stuffs Act, 1928-1951, and the
updating of the legislation in these
Acts In  relation to veterinary
medicines and animal feeding stuffs;

The inclusion in the registration
process of all veterinary preparations
whether these are for open sale or
for sale only by veterinarlans or by
prescription through chemists;

The evaluation of each veterinary
medicine or feeding stuff in respect
of possible harmful effects particu-
larly in relation to adulterants, addi-
tives, impurities, and pesticides that
may be present as contaminants;

The registration ¢f premises where
registrable products are produced as
a means of safeguarding against the
contamination of these products and
of ensuring that a product is as
effective, potent, and safe as It is
claimed to be;

The establishment of an advisory
committee, with industry representa-
tion, to advise the Minister on all
matters relating to the control, regis-
tration, sale and production of
veterinary preparations and feeding
stuffs;

The appointment of a registrar
responsible to the Director of Agricul-
ture for implementing the detailed
requirements of the legislation;

The appointment of inspectors; and
the setting of standards for packag-
ing, labelling, advertising, and war-
ranty in respect of veterinary pre-
paratlons and feeding stuffs;

I commend the Bill to members.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Skidmore.



